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Friday 17th November 2023 

Nursery and Reception’s topic this term is 
Long Ago. They are learning about the 

passing of time and spending time talking about how they have grown and changed 
since they were babies.  

This week, our Reception children had the exciting opportunity to have a private 
workshop with the National Gallery in London. Fiona, a Gallery Educator, showed 
us photos that helped us to understand where the gallery is located and what it 
looks like inside. She then took us on an  interactive virtual walk through the      
museum. As part of the tour, Fiona focused our attention on an individual painting 
and brought it to life through storytelling. The painting we focused on was  Pieter 
de Hooch's 'Courtyard of a House in Delft' and gave us the opportunity to talk 
about differences between the past and present day.  

Part of the story behind the painting focused on a lost horse. Fiona challenged us 
to imagine the background behind this well known horse painting.  
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Over the last couple of weeks, 
in our Maths lessons, the     
children have been learning to 
identify and compare the value 
of UK coins and notes.  

Once this was secure, the     
children moved onto exploring 
how to pay a given amount  by 
combining different coins to 
find the total.  

Year 1 children were combining 
coins to make 10p, and the 
Year 2 children combined coins 
to total £2.  

On Tuesday afternoon, the  

children enjoyed used the    
laptops to complete a series of 
games on Purple Mash, which 
enabled them to further     
practise the skills taught.   
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Unfortunately, we still have an unacceptable number of pupils for whom attendance and 
punctuality is causing concern.   

Our school monitoring records show a clear correlation between children with poor            
attendance and those that do not make the academic progress that we aim for. 

Children should be in school every day (the school day begins at 8.55am and they should 
be ready to enter the classroom at this time).   

Children should attend school every day and should still attend if they feel tired or are a  
little ‘under the weather’. Sibling and family illness is not an acceptable reason for      
absence. For more serious or contagious illnesses (vomiting bugs, diarrhoea, chicken pox 
etc.) then any absence from school should be reported (by telephone or  email) to the 
school office.     
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During our history lesson this week, the children explored prehistoric scenes, creatures, and tools   
using picture cards placed at different research stations across the classroom. Their goal was to   
answer questions related to each picture. 

The children were divided into small groups, and each group received a set of research question 
sheets to record their answers. They had 10 minutes to visit each research station, answer the    
questions, and discuss their findings with their group members. They were encouraged to be curious, 
ask questions, and share ideas. 

When the time was up, Miss Singh gathered all the children together, allowing them time to share 
and compare their thoughts and ideas. 

The children discovered that during the Stone Age, people decorated the walls of caves with pictures 
of animals and people. Stone Age people lived a hunter-gatherer lifestyle, meaning they hunted    
animals and gathered nuts and berries to eat. Tools and weapons were crafted from stone, bone, 
and other natural materials. They learned that fire was very important to Stone Age people. 
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This week the children in 5/6 have continued their learning about invertebrates. 
They have used flow charts to identify invertebrates in our class garden and then 
plotted them onto maps that we drew at the end of last week to show where their  
habitats are.  We were surprised by the variety of creatures we found in a relative-
ly small space. 
 

We also looked at invertebrates from further afield. We used the internet to find 
out where they could be found and then plotted them onto a world map.  

 

For both maps we created keys to make it easy to spot where the invertebrates 
could be found. 
 

Towards the end of the week we looked at instructions and began constructing 
‘bug-hotels’ in the hope of attracting more inverte-
brates to our garden. 

 

I found a ladybird at the 
bottom of our class garden. 
Did you know that a ladybird 
is a type of beetle? 
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We made our bug hotels using  scrap in order to be sympathetic to our environment  
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Odd Sock Day -  Tuesday 21st November 

 

Children are invited to celebrate Anti bullying 
week by wearing odd socks on Tuesday 
21st November. In assembly this week, the 
children have found out about Anti-Bullying 
week.  The school Play Leaders, Jessica, Aiden 
and Tyler will be supporting the children over 
the coming weeks to make friendship bracelets 
with materials kindly donated by Barratt 
Homes.  
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Nursery & Reception 

Mrs Manley and Mrs Hartley have chosen Miley as their class hero this 
week. Miley has been really enthusiastic about practicing his letter      
formation  during our phonic sessions. He has also created some      
excellent pictures in Drawing Club with an increased focus on adding 
detail in. Well done Miley!  

 

Years 1 & 2 

Mrs Hill and Mrs Munday’s hero for this week is Osman for his fabulous home 
learning about the planets and the solar system. Osman regularly completes      
wonderful work at home to support his learning about our topic. These are    
always completed to a very high standard, and he is always very proud to 

share his work with the class. Well done Osman, what a super       
attitude to your learning!   

 

Years 3 & 4 

Miss Singh has chosen Mateusz as this week's hero for his phenomenal 
home learning work. Mateusz found images of different artefacts from 

the Bronze Age. Then, he conducted further research to find out the 
name of the    artefact, its use, and what it tells us about everyday 

life in the Bronze Age. Superb curiosity, Mateusz!   

 

Years 5 & 6 

My hero this week is Lexie. She has worked particularly hard this week on some 
extra home learning that I set and for being more active in our class         
discussions explaining her point of view and reasoning. Keep up the good 
work Lexie. 
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What did the cat say to his friend? 

You look purrrrfect today!                              

What does a cloud wear under his raincoat? 
Thunderwear.  

Why did the kid bring a ladder to school? 
Because she wanted to go to high school.  

In line with this weeks mental health topic of Laughter, our 
school Mental Health Ambassadors are sharing their favourite 
jokes to help you to laugh.  

What do you call a bear with no teeth?  

A gummy bear!  
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With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

 

Tuesday 21st November Odd Sock Day for Anti Bullying Week 

Thursday 23rd November Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 winter theatre trips 

Friday 24th November Mufti Day (non-uniform day), please bring a donation (50p suggest-
ed) towards school fund. 

*Thursday 30th November Family learning session, pizza making.  See newsletters regarding 
booking information. 

December 

Monday 4th December INSET day 

*Thursday 7th December Family learning session, winter craft. See newsletters regarding book-
ing information. 

*Monday 11thth December Nursery, Reception, Year 1 & 2 winter theatre trip 

*Wednesday 13th December Winter performance afternoon for pupils in Reception-Y6, parents 
invited. 

Monday 25 December 2023 to 
Friday 5 January 2024 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Tuesday 9 th January 












