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This week in Reception and Nursery 
we've been exploring the story ‘Handa's 
Surprise’ as part of our 'Animal Safari' 
learning theme. In the story, Handa 
decides to take a gift of some fruit to her 
friend in the next village. Many of the 
fruits that Handa selects are choices that 
the children might never have had the 
opportunity to experience before. We 
spent time looking at the appearance 
of the fruits before having a taste. 

Friday 29th November 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Muck, Mess and Mixtures Year 1 and 2 

The Magic Porridge Pot 

Over the last few weeks, the children in Years 1 
and 2 have been exploring the story ‘The Magic 
Porridge Pot.’  They engaged in a variety of   
drama activities which enabled them to explore 
some of the story language; “puddles of         
porridge”, “an old woman hobbled up” as well as 
acting out key parts of the story.  

This week they tasted porridge and honey, after 
which they recorded adjectives to describe the 
taste, texture and smell of the porridge.  

 

This has helped them prepare for their own writ-
ten versions of the story, enabling them time to 
rehearse and practise key vocabulary before 
they get writing.  

Hobbling like the old woman. 

Laying like puddles of porridge. 

Guess the part of the story? 

Delicious, creamy, 

sweet porridge!  

 

I ate two helpings!  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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This week, our Year 3 & 4 classroom turned into an art studio as the children explored the 
world of large-scale, expressive drawing. With charcoal in 
hand and big ideas in mind, they embraced the challenge of 
working on larger sheets of paper, using their whole bodies 
to create bold and dynamic sketches inspired by Roman 
and Celtic history. 

The children experimented with making loose, gestural 
sketches using charcoal on large sheets of paper. This 
activity encouraged them to move beyond the confines of 
small, detailed work and think about the power of broad, 
expressive strokes. 

We laid out large sheets of paper across the tables, 
transforming the classroom into a creative space where the 
children could let their imaginations run wild. Using visual 
prompts from our “I Am Warrior” History topic — including 
images of Roman swords and shields — the children 
brought these historical elements to life through sweeping, 
energetic movements. 
Working on a larger scale encourages children to engage 
their whole bodies, improving their motor skills and building 
confidence in their artistic abilities. It also helps them think 
about composition and proportion in new ways. This allows the children to develop their 
techniques, including their control and use of materials, with creativity, experimentation, 
and increasing awareness of different kinds of art. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week in our English lessons, 5/6 have been looking at examples or war poetry. 
They studied in depth the poems ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae and ‘Perhaps’ 
by Vera Brittain. We started by reading through the poem chorally and then moved 
on looking at rhyming patterns. Finally we looked even closer and were able to anno-
tate the text with some really insightful thoughts about the poems and their possible 
meanings.   

At the end of the week we looked at ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ by Wilfred Owen. The 
title means ‘It is sweet and fitting to die for one’s country.’  We studied the poem 
and then learned and performed it to our peers. 



6 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

The class were able to discuss the poems sensitively 
and I was impressed with how well they were able to 
analyse the language and unpick the hidden meaning 
within what they had read.  They showed great      
maturity with what is a sensitive topic. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture 

At Lighthorne Heath Primary School, we are very proud to have been awarded 
the Unicef Rights Respecting Schools Gold Award. 

As such, we teach our children about the rights that they have and place these 
rights,  (the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child) at the heart of our ethos 
and curriculum.  

This year, we have purchased each class a Unicef Paddington Bear advent calendar. These advent 
calendars don't contain chocolate, but something much better, a daily surprise that protects      
children around the world! 
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SENT ON BEHALF OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
WARWICKSHIRE  

The Met office have responsibility for issuing weather alerts for the country. At 
this time of year, these are likely to increase in frequency.  This week has seen a 
yellow alert for the West Midlands.  

A Yellow alert indicates a situation where weather conditions pose a minimal risk 
to the general population however those who are particularly vulnerable (for    
example the elderly with multiple health conditions and on multiple medications) 
are likely to struggle in such conditions and action is required within the health 
and social care sector specifically.  

The alert may be upgraded as the confidence in both the weather forecast and 
the likelihood of observing those impacts improves. 

West Midlands : YELLOW. The yellow alert has a matrix score of 7. This means: 

• Forecast weather is likely to have minor impacts on health and social care 
services, including: 

• increased use of healthcare services by vulnerable people 

• greater risk to life of vulnerable people 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
This week, Mrs Manley and Mrs Westwood met with a               
representative from Warwickshire attendance Service (WAS).      

Unfortunately, we still have a number of pupils who are persistently absent from school 
(below 90% attendance).  

We appreciate that it can be difficult deciding 
whether or not to keep your child off school when 
they're unwell.  

There are government 
guidelines for schools 
and nurseries 
about health            
protection and         
managing specific         
infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These 
say when children 
should be kept off 
school and when they 
shouldn't. 

If you do keep your 
child at home, it's       
important to phone the 
school on each day of 
absence and give the 
reason. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
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INSET Days 2024/25: 
Monday 2nd December 2024 
Monday 6th January 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

November 

Friday 29th November Mufti Day (non-uniform day), please bring a     
donation (for our chocolate tombola.  

December 

Monday 2nd December INSET day 

Wednesday 4th December Years 3 & 4 Christmas Trip 

Years 5 & 6 Christmas Trip 

Wednesday 4th December Reception, Years1 and 2 afternoon of Christmas 
crafts (parent and child).  Limited to 15 spaces, 
booking (through school office) required. 

Monday 9th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Trip 

Years 1 & 2 Christmas Trip 

*Tuesday 10th December Winter Bingo 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Dinner.  This is £2.43 for those who 
pay for meals 

Thursday 19th December, 2pm.  Winter performance of  The Innkeeper’s 
Breakfast.  Tickets only 

*Friday 20th December Christmas jumper day! 

Please bring 50p for school funds 

Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd 
January 2025 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Tuesday 7th January 

23rd & 24th December Onside Coaching HAF Club– limited to 20 places.  
Please look out for communication from Mr Rellis 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Livleen is our Reception and Nursery class hero this week for her 
fantastic reading. Livleen has made lovely progress with her reading and 
her writing. She is always willing to have a go and is kind to everyone. 
Well done Livleen! 

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our hero this week is Hudson who has been working hard in class to 
share his ideas. He particularly impressed us in Maths this week, where 
he was quick to answer questions and solve problems related to 
subtraction using a number line. Hudson always listens carefully  and 
makes sure he completes work with care and attention. What a fantastic 
attitude to your learning Hudson, we are so lucky to have you as part of 
our class! 

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week in Year 3 and 4, our hero  is Rogan for his super focus and 
hard work throughout the week. He has been lending a helping hand 
wherever and whenever he can. Well done Rogan. 

 

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox’s hero this week is Phoebe for her insightful and mature 
contributions to our class discussion on world war 1 poetry. She was 
able to identify themes and unpick the hidden meaning in what had 
been written. Well done, Phoebe!  
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As parents and carers, sometimes we may find what we’re doing isn’t working or 
we just want some different strategies in our toolbox. 

There are a number of workshops and programmes available to parents/carers 
living in Warwickshire. This support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group programmes and workshops. 

.or more information on any of our workshops or programs please  use the QR 
code above to access the Eventbrite booking system or email 
ehparenttrainers@warwickshire.gov.uk 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 



14 

 

 

Sadly, our school cook, Suzy, is leaving us after Christmas. She has been a 
fabulous asset to our school staff team and she will be greatly missed, not only 
for her wonderful school lunches but also for her infectious laugh and great 
sense of humour.  

This does leave a vacancy for a school cook, this position is advertised by 
Educaterers, our partners in providing nutritious and delicious school meals each 
day.  Please see the below advert and  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture 

Article 27: Adequate standard of living  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 3 For 
families who pay for 

meals, the cost is now 
£2.43 per day. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   

                      

We are looking forward to our annual 
theatre trips this December.  

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be visiting   
The Belgrade Theatre in Coventry to 

watch a  performance of the          
pantomime, Dick Whittington.        
This trip will take place on Wednesday 
4th December. 

Our children in Early Years and Years 
1 and 2 will visit Warwick Arts Centre 
on Monday 9th December to watch a 
performance of The Smeds and The 
Smoos. 

Please log on to Parentpay to 
make your payments for these 
trips and to give permission for 
your child to  attend. 

 



19 

 

 

 

 

Leaping Leopards After School Club 

Wrap around provision is currently      
available to support families balance work 
and family commitments. Here, children 
are cared for by school staff and a healthy 

snack is provided. Children are offered a variety of games, 
activities, crafts and toys that enable them to have fun,      
interact with their peers and relax after the school day. 

 

As previously communicated, changes to our charges and 
charging policy for our after school club come in to effect 
from 4 November 2024. 

With effect from this date, the cost for 1 hour will be £6 and 
£12 for two hours.  

Payments must be received in advance and your parent pay 
account will be charged weekly as per your new contract. 
Charges will apply even if your child does not attend. 

If you are currently using the after school club service, please 
ensure you have returned a new contract by 25 October 
2024.   

All bookings must be secured with a new contract. 

Contracts are available from the school office on request for 
new bookings. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture                        

Year 6 children are invited to join 
Mrs Cox and Mrs Manley for 
QUIZ CLUB after school on    

Mondays. Sessions will run from 
3.00 until 3.45pm 

Here you will be able to practise key skills and 
feel more confident about the challenges 

ahead 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18 Parental responsibilities and state assistance 

If our funding application is    
successful, we aim to run        
another HAF club during the 
Christmas holiday.  This will be 
in partnership with Onside 
Coaching.  Please keep an eye 
on our newsletter for further   
information.  
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The Mobile library will be at 
Lighthorne Heath Village 
Hall between 15:15 to 15:35 

This route will operate on: 

25 November 2024 

 23 December 2024 

 27 January 2025 

 24 February 2025 

 24 March 2025 

 22 April 2025 

 19 May 2025 

 16 June 2025 

 14 July 2025 

 11 August 2025 

The Warwickshire Library 
Service has a range of    
exciting local events for 
families. Many are free and 
happen during school     
holidays and weekends.  
These include author visits, 
workshops and quizzes and 
crafts.  

Follow the link to find out 
more. 

 

https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/
documents/WCCC-1980322935-
2874 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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