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This week we’ve been learning about ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’ by 
Julia Donaldson ahead of our theatre visit next week. The children have 
enjoyed listening to the story. They have also been exploring what 
happens when you mix red and blue paint. It makes purple! The 
children helped to make their own playdough, measuring the 
ingredients and adding blue and red dye to change the colour. They 
were then able to make some Smeds and 
Smoos with the cutters.  

Friday 6th December 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

The Magic Porridge Pot 

Our aim is for the children to know the story, including some ambitious  

vocabulary, off-by-heart so that they can write the whole story independently.  

This will allow them to focus on their spelling and recording sentences  

accurately, rather than having to compose their own sentences too.  

In Year 1 and 2 we have been working hard to learn the  
story of The Magic Porridge Pot.  

We have been reading through the story together as a class 
group, echoing and acting out the story too. The children 
made story maps to support them in retelling the story and 
created their own actions to support them in remembering 
key vocabulary.  

Years1 and 2 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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This week, our science lesson took an unexpected (and slightly messy!) turn as the children explored a fascinating 
research question: “Did the Romans use toilet paper?”  

While the topic may have raised a few giggles, the experiment 
provided an excellent opportunity for the children to apply 
scientific methods and critical thinking to an everyday 
problem faced by ancient civilizations. 

Science: Investigating Roman Hygiene Alternatives, the 
children worked to answer the question: What alternatives 
might the Romans have used instead of toilet paper, and 
which was the most effective? Our learning objective was 
clear: “To investigate the effectiveness of a range of Roman 
alternatives to toilet roll.” 

 
To simulate the conditions, each group tested five different 
materials a sponge, a leaf, a pebble, their left hand (with a  
glove on!), and modern toilet paper. Each material was 
assessed for softness, durability, absorbency, and, perhaps most 
importantly, wipe-ability. To ensure a fair test, we used the same 
amount of “mess” (in the form of chocolate spread) and measured 
each sample under the same conditions. 

The children worked collaboratively, recording their observations and 
ranking each material from most to least effective. They discussed why 
certain materials might have been more practical for the Romans, 
considering factors such as comfort, availability, 
and absorbency. 

 
This activity allowed children to practise and 
develop skills related to: 

Planning and conducting fair tests 

Making observations and recording results 

Drawing conclusions based on evidence 

 
After much investigation (and a lot of laughter), the 
class concluded that the sponge was the most effective 
Roman alternative, thanks to its softness and 
absorbency — a finding that matched our initial 
hypotheses! The pebble, unsurprisingly, was voted 
least effective, and the children quickly agreed they 
were thankful for the modern conveniences we enjoy 
today. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week in 5/6 class we have been looking at the War Propaganda post-
ers from World War 1. We started by looking at the meaning of the world 
propaganda, as although some of us had heard the word, we were not   
entirely sure of the meaning: 

Propaganda NOUN 

False or exaggerated information that is spread around to make people   
believe in something. 

With this definition in mind, we started to think about WW1 and why 
propaganda may have been necessary and what it could have been used 
for.  We know that the Army needed to recruit a lot of men to join them, 
and also that they needed people at home to support the war effort too. 

The Pal’s Battalion was a 
way to sign up to your  
army with your friends.  It 
made the war sound more 
fun and encouraged more 
people to enlist 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

We used persuasive language and 
imagery to try to gain our objective 
of either recruiting men as soldiers, 
or encouraging those left at home 
to contribute to the war effort. 

We used an image pointing 
out at the reader to show 
them that the poster is 
aimed at them. We chose 
language that would        
encourage our readers to act 
on our request to enlist. 

We combined the idea of Germany 
as the enemy and the well known 
saying ‘An apple a day keeps the 
doctor away to come up with our 
catchy slogan. 

We used the emotive language 
‘You’ve just saved lives’ to help 
show that the reader can make a 
difference to the war effort. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture 

On Wednesday, our Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 children travelled to The Belgrade Theatre in Coventry to 
watch their fabulous pantomime, Dick Whittington.   

The story followed Dick Whittington who is down on his luck and wants to find his success in London 
where he has heard the pavements are made of gold. They're not, and he finds it a challenge to survive. 
Dame Sarah, her son, Jack, and Rat Man (our very own Mr Sangha) tried to help him but the 
'Baddie' (King Rat) was determined to stop him being anything like successful.  

The children all had a wonderful time and joined in beautifully with ‘Oohhh’, ‘Ahhh’, Boo’ and           
‘it’s behind you!’.  Their behaviour was impeccable and the staff were very proud of everyone.   
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Mrs Manley and Mrs Westwood have recently met with a               
representative from Warwickshire attendance Service (WAS).      

Unfortunately, we still have a number of pupils who are persistently absent from school 
(below 90% attendance).  

We appreciate that it can be difficult deciding 
whether or not to keep your child off school when 
they're unwell.  

There are government 
guidelines for schools 
and nurseries 
about health            
protection and         
managing specific         
infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These 
say when children 
should be kept off 
school and when they 
shouldn't. 

If you do keep your 
child at home, it's       
important to phone the 
school on each day of 
absence and give the 
reason. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
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INSET Days 2024/25: 
Monday 2nd December 2024 
Monday 6th January 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

 

December 

Monday 9th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Trip 

Years 1 & 2 Christmas Trip 

*Tuesday 10th December Winter Bingo 

*Thursday 12th December  8.55am- 9.30am  

Reception and Nursery Christmas Stay and Play  

*Tuesday 17th December 

(this date has changed since original         
publication) 

Christmas Dinner.  This is £2.43 for those who 
pay for meals 

*Wednesday 18th December  Year 3/4/5/6- Cinema Trip to Paddington on 
(details on Parent Pay). Children will need to have 
a packed lunch or order a school packed lunch)  

Thursday 19th December, 2pm.  Winter performance of  The Innkeeper’s 
Breakfast.  Tickets only 

*Friday 20th December Christmas jumper day! 

Please bring 50p for school funds 

Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd 
January 2025 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Tuesday 7th January 

23rd & 24th December Onside Coaching HAF Club– limited to 20 places.  
Please look out for communication from Mr Rellis 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 22: Refugee Children 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Mrs Hartley and Mrs Cox have chosen Kobi as their learning hero this 
week. Kobi has impressed us with his fantastic talking. Kobi always has 
something interesting to tell us and is curious to find out more. This 
week, Kobi has been using 'big' and 'little' to compare objects really 
successfully. Well done Kobi!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our  Year 1 & 2 learning hero for this week is Flo. She has shown a 
wonderful growth mindset in our classroom this week and has been 
giving lots of new learning challenges a go, using her prior learning to 
support her in developing her understanding. Flo has also been a 
wonderful learning partner to others, offering advice and support to 
other children in her learning group. Well done on a wonderful week 
Flo, we are really proud of you!  

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s Year 3 & 4 learning hero is Rafferty for his enthusiastic 
participation and insightful contributions during the week. Well done, 
Rafferty! 

 

Years 5 and 6 

My hero this week is Callum. He has shared his extensive topic 
knowledge and contributed enthusiastically to our class discussions on 
WW1 War propaganda. Keep up the good work, Callum!  



13 

 

Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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As parents and carers, sometimes we may find what we’re doing isn’t working or 
we just want some different strategies in our toolbox. 

There are a number of workshops and programmes available to parents/carers 
living in Warwickshire. This support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group programmes and workshops. 

.or more information on any of our workshops or programs please  use the QR 
code above to access the Eventbrite booking system or email 
ehparenttrainers@warwickshire.gov.uk 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Sadly, our school cook, Suzy, is leaving us after Christmas. She has been a 
fabulous asset to our school staff team and she will be greatly missed, not only 
for her wonderful school lunches but also for her infectious laugh and great 
sense of humour.  

This does leave a vacancy for a school cook, this position is advertised by 
Educaterers, our partners in providing nutritious and delicious school meals each 
day.  Please see the below advert and  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture 

Article 27: Adequate standard of living  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 1 For 
families who pay for 

meals, the cost is now 
£2.43 per day. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture   

                      

 

 

 

Our children in Early Years and Years 1 and 2 will visit Warwick Arts Centre on Monday 
9th December to watch a performance of The Smeds and The Smoos. 

Please log on to Parentpay to make your payments for these trips and to give 
permission for your child to  attend. 
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Please note the time 
change. These       
sessions will now 
take place in the 
afternoon 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18 Parental responsibilities and state assistance 

If our funding application is    
successful, we aim to run        
another HAF club during the 
Christmas holiday.  This will be 
in partnership with Onside 
Coaching.  Please keep an eye 
on our newsletter for further   
information.  
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The Mobile library will be at 
Lighthorne Heath Village 
Hall between 15:15 to 15:35 

This route will operate on: 

25 November 2024 

 23 December 2024 

 27 January 2025 

 24 February 2025 

 24 March 2025 

 22 April 2025 

 19 May 2025 

 16 June 2025 

 14 July 2025 

 11 August 2025 

The Warwickshire Library 
Service has a range of    
exciting local events for 
families. Many are free and 
happen during school     
holidays and weekends.  
These include author visits, 
workshops and quizzes and 
crafts.  

Follow the link to find out 
more. 

 

https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/
documents/WCCC-1980322935-
2874 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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