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This week, children in the Early Years classroom have begun our new learning 
theme, 'Marvellous Machines', which will teach the children about the         
technology that is part of their daily lives and how machines help us.         
We began by hunting around the school for different machines and were 
amazed by the number we found. Then we had a go at making a healthy 
snack using a microwave. We put corn kernels into the microwave and listened 
carefully as they went pop!   
Everleigh was inspired to make 
her own popcorn machine  

afterwards. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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Unfortunately, we still have an unacceptable number of pupils for whom attendance and 
punctuality is causing concern.   

Our school monitoring records show a clear correlation between children with poor            
attendance and those that do not make the academic progress that we aim for. 

Children should be in school every day (the school day begins at 8.55am and they should 
be ready to enter the classroom at this time).   

Children should attend school every day and should still attend if they feel tired or are a  
little ‘under the weather’. Sibling and family illness is not an acceptable reason for      
absence. For more serious or contagious illnesses (vomiting bugs, diarrhoea, chicken pox 
etc.) then any absence from school should be reported (by telephone or  email) to the 
school office.     
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The children in Year 1 and 2 have been 
learning about our monarch, King Charles 
III as an introduction to our topic 'Bright 
Lights, Big City.'  

They read fact files and watched a film 
which documented his life and work      
before creating these wonderful pop-up 
fact files to showcase the information they 
had recalled.  

There was lots of interest and discussion 
about the King's age, his hobbies and his 
family life.  Following the lesson they     
received an invitation to join a royal tea 
party to celebrate the life and work of our 
King.  

 

King Charles is able to fly a helicopter.   

Archie 

Charles was 3 years old when his mother 
became the Queen of England. 

Krishla 

Did you know that King Charles was 
crowned in Westminster Abbey? 

Aurora 



Year 3 and 4 will be embark-
ing on their new topic, Mighty   
Metals.   
This week, they enjoyed a  
memorable experience linked 
to this topic. They visited the 
local playground and were   
given chance to think and    
explore how each piece  of   
apparatus works and the     
forces involved.  
To begin with, the children 
were split into pairs and began      
exploring forces through gentle 
pushing and pulling. After the 
end of each activity, the chil-
dren discussed what they    
observed regarding force and 
movement. We discussed     
balance, imbalance, and forces 
(including push, pull, gravity, 
and magnetism).  
At the playground, the       
children explored various     
apparatuses such as slides, 
swings, and rocking chairs. 
The children thought carefully 
about where they could feel 
the forces on their bodies, why 
they moved in different        
directions, and what caused 
things to speed up or slow 
down.  
The children found out that a 
force is a push or pull. Forces 
cannot be seen, but it is      
possible to see what forces 
do.  
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The children in 5/6 have started their new topic 
‘Pharaohs’: 

Let’s travel back 5000 years, to the dusty realms of ancient Egypt. Cruise along 
the Nile, entering a world of mysteries and curses, mummies and kings. Find out 
about life on the river’s fertile banks, discovering Egypt and its fascinating culture. 
Unravel the secrets of ancient tombs, using historical sources and ancient         
artefacts. Find out about powerful pharaohs and grandiose gods. Make yourself a 
nemes and you’ll really look the part. Become an apprentice and work for        
Ramose, the chief embalmer at the Beautiful House. Help him prepare a body for 
its journey into the afterlife. Now open the doorway to ancient Egypt. Who 
knows what treasures you will find?  

We have enjoyed finding out more about the discovery of Pharaoh Tutankhamun's 
tomb. We looked into the supposed ‘curse’ that caused several mysterious deaths after 
its discovery. 

We also spend time looking at different artefacts to see what we could learn about 
the young pharaoh. 

Did you know that Tutankhamun's 
death mask weighed 10kg.  We all had 
a go at holding a 10kg weight and we 
were shocked at how heavy it seemed. 
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 Spring Term                                  *= New additions to the diary dates 

January 

Monday 22nd January Change Makers workshops and assembly 

Wednesday 24th January Attendance officer visit to school 

Friday 26th January 

 

Early Help Team leading parent session, Understanding Your 
Child 10.00-12.00  See newsletter or office for booking details 

MUFTI Day 

Wednesday 31st January  Key Stage 2 to Sydenham to watch RSC performance 

February 

Thursday 8th February Chinese Dragon Workshops 

Thursday 8th February Years 5 & 6 trip to Ashmolean museum 

Monday 12th- Friday  to      
16th February 

Half Term Holiday 

Monday 19th February Spring 2 begins 

Tuesday 20th February 

Friday 23rd February 

After school family Change Makers sessions begin 

MUFTI Day 

March 

Thursday 14th March 

Friday 22nd March 

Years 3 & 4 to Lunt Fort 

MUFTI Day 

Monday 25th March – Friday 5th 
April 

Easter Holiday 



 

 

Nursery & Reception 

Mrs Hartley and Mrs Manley have chosen Harry as their class  
hero this week. Harry has been practicing using verbs when  
talking. He also joined in enthusiastically with our sound 
recognition game and is recognising initial and end letters in 
his written name. Well done Harry!  

  

Years 1 & 2 

Our hero this week is Pharrell who has been working hard over the   
holiday to complete his home learning tasks. Pharrell amazed us in 
class with his detailed drawing of  King Charles as well as his recall 
of the continents of the world and location of cities in the    

United Kingdom following our home learning sharing     
session. Super work Pharrell!  

 

Years 3 & 4 

Miss Singh has chosen Yuvraj as this week's hero for his   
superb home learning work. Yuvraj used the internet to 

learn more about magnets and magnetism. He wrote down 
lots of interesting facts that he had discovered, while also presenting his work 
neatly. Superb work, Yuvraj.   

 

Years 5 & 6 

My hero is Phoebe for her fantastic Geography home learning 
over the Christmas break.  She was able to name the South 

American countries and their capital cities.  Great 
work, Phoebe.  
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