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Friday 19th January 2024 

As part of our Marvellous Machines 
topic, this week the children explored 
similarities between machines in 
their lives today and those used in the 
past.  

They looked at a range of machines 
from the past and their modern day 
equivalent, for example a washing 
mangle and a modern washing        
machine.  

They then had a go at a 'then and 
now' activity. The children were set the 
challenge of making bubbles using 
washing up liquid and water using a 
balloon hand whisk, a hand rotary 
whisk and a modern electric whisk. 

They found that the electric whisk 
made the bubble very quickly! It was 
so exciting testing the different  

      equipment.  

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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Unfortunately, we still have an unacceptable number of pupils for whom attendance and 
punctuality is causing concern.   

Our school monitoring records show a clear correlation between children with poor            
attendance and those that do not make the academic progress that we aim for. 

Children should be in school every day (the school day begins at 8.55am and they should 
be ready to enter the classroom at this time).   

Children should attend school every day and should still attend if they feel tired or are a  
little ‘under the weather’. Sibling and family illness is not an acceptable reason for      
absence. For more serious or contagious illnesses (vomiting bugs, diarrhoea, chicken pox 
etc.) then any absence from school should be reported (by telephone or  email) to the 
school office.     
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Eligibility for benefits-related free school meals (FSM) 

 

Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income 

must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you 
get) 

     

If you think you may be     
eligible for benefits select-
ed free school meals then 
please let us know even if 
your child gets a          
Universal Infant Free 
School Meal.  
Mrs Hendriksen and Mrs 
Manley are able to help     
families to make this          
application if you require     
support. 



UN Con-
vention on the 

Rights of the Child 

 

We turned our 
classroom into a red London Bus and 
went on a sightseeing tour of the city. All 
of the children were really  

excited to see Buckingham  

Palace, The London Eye and Big Ben in 
the Queen Elizabeth Tower. The children 
checked off the different sights that they 
had seen on their checklists as we       
travelled 

 We saw the Royal Guards standing 
outside Buckingham Palace. They 
were dressed in red and black and 
stood in little sheds. 

             John 

There were lots of red buses 
and black taxi’s in London. It 
was very bust with people eve-
rywhere! 

Summer 
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The children were really excited to see 
Queen Elizabeth’s Tower, the home of 
Big Ben. As part of their D&T learning, 
related to structures, they tried to make 
models of the tower using  spaghetti 
and marshmallows.  

All of the children showed great         
resilience as it wasn’t an easy task!   
Lots of the towers kept falling down 
but all of the children demonstrated  

wonderful problem solving  skills,      
thinking about how to improve their   
designs and have  another go.  

After evaluating their learning, the   
children decided they needed to use  

smaller marshmallows to act as the 
glue and more strands of spaghetti in 
each beam. Wish us luck with our next 
construction challenge, we will keep you  

posted with our progress!          
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In science, the learning objective for Years 3 and 4 was to identify forces acting on ob-
jects. We initiated the exploration by discussing the essence of a force: ‘A force is a push 
or pull acting on an object as a result of the object's interaction with another object.  
Forces can make objects stop or start moving.’ Following this, we examined various     
examples of pushing and pulling forces, such as the rower pulls the oar and the runner's 
feet push off the ground. Subsequently, the children were encouraged to generate their 
own examples.  
Once we compiled an extensive list of actions, the children collaborated with a partner to 
create a freeze-frame depicting one of the actions. After gaining confidence in their     
portrayal, they presented their freeze-frames to the rest of the class. The class then     
reflected on whether the scenarios demonstrated a pushing force or a pulling force.  
Towards the end of the lesson, the children utilised a variety of PE equipment, including 
hoops, balls, ropes, and bats, to actively explore forces through activities such as hitting, 
kicking, throwing, bouncing, pulling, pushing, spinning, and rolling. The children invented 
pairs games, identifying the forces at play in their own games.  
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This week in 5/6 we have been learning about the Ancient Egyptian writing system 
of Hieroglyphics. They invented one of the earliest known writing systems used from 
around 3000 BC.   

The symbols they used were called hieroglyphs, which comes from a Greek word 
meaning ‘sacred carving’. The ancient Egyptians believed that hieroglyphs had 
been invented by the Gods. 

In Ancient Egypt, the people who wrote hieroglyphs were called scribes. A scribe 
had to go to a special school because it was very complicated. Hieroglyphs included 
around 700 different signs of objects and animals. 

The Ancient Egyptians wrote the names of their Gods and royal people in an oval 
shape called a cartouche. The oval shape represents a rope with special powers to 
ward off evil spirits and keep the name inside it safe. The children created their own 
name plates using an alphabet chart to help them.  
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 Spring Term                                  *= New additions to the diary dates 

January 

Monday 22nd January Change Makers workshops and assembly 

Wednesday 24th January Attendance officer visit to school 

Friday 26th January Early Help Team leading parent session, Understanding Your 
Child 10.00-12.00  See newsletter or office for booking details 

MUFTI day, 50p donation to school funds in exchange for wear-
ing your own clothes to school. 

Wednesday 31st January Key Stage 2 to Sydenham to watch RSC performance 

Year 6 Sleep Lesson 

February 

Monday 5th February Year 5 netball workshops (selected pupils) 
Thursday 8th February Chinese Dragon Workshops 

Thursday 8th February Years 5 & 6 trip to Ashmolean museum 

Monday 12th- Friday 16th Febru-
ary 

Half Term Holiday 

Monday 19th February Spring 2 begins 

Tuesday 20th February After school family Change Makers sessions begin 

Friday 28th February MUFTI day, 50p donation to school funds in exchange for wear-

March 

Thursday 14th March Years 3 & 4 to Lunt Fort 

Friday 22nd March MUFTI day, 50p donation to school funds in exchange for wear-
ing your own clothes to school. 

Monday 25th March – Friday 5th 
April 

Easter Holiday 



 

 

Nursery & Reception 

Mrs Manley and Mrs Hartley have chosen Livleen as their class hero 
this week. Livleen is a joy to have in our class and always has a smile 
on her face and something interesting to tell us. She is curious,     
polite and enjoys learning. Well done Livleen!  

  

Years 1 & 2 

Our learning hero for this week is Lillian. She has really impressed us with her            
independent work in English, choosing appropriate adjectives to describe her 
crown. Lillian has shown a brilliant attitude towards her learning and it has 
been wonderful to see her progress and beaming with pride in her own 
achievements. Well done Lillian and keep up your super learning atti-

tude!  

 

Years 3 & 4 

Miss Singh has chosen Imelda as this week's hero for her curiosity and 
perseverance. Imelda has genuinely enjoyed our current topic and 
consistently makes connections to other areas of the curriculum. 

Imelda has taken great pride in writing a story, investing time, 
and putting sincere effort into achieving her best handwriting. 

Superb work, Imelda!  
  

 

Years 5 & 6 

Mrs Cox’s hero is India. She has gone out of her way to be helpful and 
pro-active this week, going above and beyond to make things easier 
in the classroom. She has also been a good friend and comforted 
others when they have been upset.  Keep up the lovely attitude 

towards others, India. 
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Article 18 Article 18 Parental responsibilities  


