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Friday 17th January 2025 

UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week in the Early Years classroom we’ve been learning about space as part 
of our ‘Starry Night’ topic. Reception children looked closely at images taken by  

the Hubble Space telescope. We were amazed at the different colours and 
patterns. The children used paint and mark making materials to create different 

effects which they then printed on to black card. The results are out of this 
world! 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Science– 5 Senses 
This week in science the children in Years 1 and 2 have been learning to name the 
parts of the body and to identify their 5 senses. The children helped to label a 
large body outline, answering questions about what each body part helps us to 
do. They observed a magnified image of the human tongue, noticing the bumps 
and grooves, which we identified as ‘taste buds’ learning that taste is one of our 
five senses, alongside touch, sight, smell and hearing.  

Following this they took part in a smell investigation, in which they had to       
identify and describe some familiar scents; lavender, chocolate, vinegar, orange 
and soap. The children learned that smells enter the nose when we breathe in.      
A patch of skin at the back of the nose traps these smells. The skin sends different 
messages to the brain depending on what the smell is like. The brain then uses 
these messages to work out what we are smelling!  

Years1 and 2 

Human tongue magnified. 
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This week, we introduced the children to their new 
topic: Playlist.  Through active listening and        
exploration, the children were exposed to a variety 
of musical  genres and tasked with identifying     
different sounds and instruments within each piece.  

 

 

 
Our learning objective for the lesson was             
To identify different sounds and instruments within 
pieces of music and ties directly to the National 
Curriculum objectives for Years 3 and 4, which    
encourages children to listen to a variety of music 
with increasing interest, develop an  understanding 
of musical elements, such as rhythm, melody, and 
dynamics and to identify instruments and describe 
how they contribute to the overall sound of a 
piece. 

To inspire curiosity and broaden the children’s    
musical horizons, we explored a diverse range of 
genres, including acoustic, hip-hop, opera, classical 
and R&B.. 

The children listened attentively, noting how      
different instruments contributed to the unique feel 
of each genre. They were encouraged to describe 
what they heard using musical vocabulary, such as 
“tempo,” “pitch,” and “dynamics,” . 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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Years 5 & 6 have started a new art topic this term called ‘Making Monotypes’   

This week we have found out more about the discipline, looked at examples of existing 
monoprint art and had a go at testing out the process. 

Rather than creating on the paper or canvas, with monoprint, the artist works directly 
on a non absorbent surface known as a plate. Paper, or material is then placed on top 
and pressure is applied to transfer the print. 

 

We experimented with different meth-
ods of mark making in the paint. 
Some of us used match sticks, some 
lolly sticks, corks and even our fingers.  

The amount of paint used had an in-
teresting effect on the print. 

Here is one of our plates with the paint 
on it, ready to be pressed onto paper. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
 

Unfortunately, we still have a number of pupils who are persistently absent from school 
(below 90% attendance).  

We appreciate that it can be difficult deciding 
whether or not to keep your child off school when 
they're unwell.  

There are government 
guidelines for schools 
and nurseries 
about health            
protection and         
managing specific         
infectious diseases at 
GOV.UK. These 
say when children 
should be kept off 
school and when they 
shouldn't. 

If you do keep your 
child at home, it's       
important to phone the 
school on each day of 
absence and give the 
reason. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
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With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

January 

Friday 31st January Mufti (non uniform) day, please bring 50p       
donation for school funds 

February 

Week beginning Monday 3rd February Children’s Mental Health Week  
Thursday 6th February Parents and Carer’s club– 2.30 at school.  Join us 

for a hot drink and biscuit and get to know other 
parents. 

Week beginning Monday 10th  February Parents evenings– more information to follow 

Friday 28th February Mufti (non uniform) day, please bring 50p for 
school funds 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Mrs Hartley and Mrs Cox have chosen Harsh 
as their class learning hero this week for his 
amazing perseverance when creating an 
astronaut using cutting skills. Harsh showed 
impressive concentration to produce a fantastic 
astronaut. Well done!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our Year 1 & 2 hero this week is Daisy. We are lucky to have Daisy as 
part of our class, she is always hard working, polite and kind to her 
peers. Daisy amazed us again during our literacy lesson on Tuesday, 
with a detailed and beautifully presented piece of writing about herself 
and her interests. Fantastic work Daisy, you should be very proud!   

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s Year 3 & 4 Learning Hero is Joseph for his exceptional 
effort, positive attitude, and enthusiasm across all areas of learning. 
Fantastic work Joseph! 

 

Years 5 and 6 

My hero this week is Amber. She completed lots of lovely 
home learning over the first weeks of term, and as a result 
she has been able to use this prior knowledge to help with 
her in class work. Keep up the fantastic effort Amber!  
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Celebrating diversity is key to building a welcoming and inclusive 
school community. At Lighthorne Heath Primary School, we value the 
unique cultures, traditions, and perspectives that enrich our learning 
and strengthen our connections. By embracing our differences and 
shared values, we create an environment where everyone feels 
respected and united as one school family.  

During this week’s school census, we were thrilled to acknowledge 
that there are 16 different languages spoken by our children and 
staff.  In our whole school assembly on Friday, children and staff 
shared their languages, showcasing the rich 
linguistic diversity within our school. From 
greetings to songs, poems and stories, it was a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate and learn 
from one another’s cultures.  

 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 8: Protection and preservation of identity 

Article 22: Refugee children 

Article 30: Children from minority or indigenous groups 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
the The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the chil-
dren about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at 
home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   



11 

 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week we will be on 
Week 2 of the current 

Educaterers menu.  
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Please note the time 
change. These       
sessions will now 
take place in the 
afternoon 
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A number of free online parenting courses are available to 
Warwickshire families.  These are a great way to get advice and 
learn new skills in the comfort of your own home and at times to suit you. All of 
the courses are filled with helpful techniques and ideas developed by our 
experienced parenting professionals to help you become a confident and happy 
parent. Crucially, you can do our course whenever and wherever suits you and 
work through it at our own pace.  

Follow the link via the QR code above or access these courses and other support 
via: https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Can you help? 

Our Play Leader Junior Leadership Team is currently working on 
initiatives to improve the quality of playtimes by  investing in 
new playground furniture and play equipment.  

We have been working with Anna Buckler (Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner, CW 
RISE) to identify what is working well with our play and lunch time provision and 
what we can do to improve things further.  

One of the key items we believe would          
significantly enhance the experience for our    
children is child-sized round picnic benches, 
which would encourage social interaction and 
collaborative games. 

Some of the items we are considering are quite 
costly. We are reaching out to our   parent community to inquire if anyone has       
connections with local businesses or organisations that might be able to assist with 
funding or sponsorship for this project. 

Your support would be invaluable in helping us create a more engaging and enjoyable 
environment for our children. If you are able to help or know of any potential funding 
opportunities, please don’t hesitate to contact us, please speak directly to Mrs. Manley 
or Mrs. Hartley. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 12: Respect for the views of the child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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As parents and carers, sometimes we may find what we’re doing isn’t working or 
we just want some different strategies in our toolbox. 

There are a number of workshops and programmes available to parents/carers 
living in Warwickshire. This support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group programmes and workshops. 

.or more information on any of our workshops or programs please  use the QR 
code above to access the Eventbrite booking system or email 
ehparenttrainers@warwickshire.gov.uk 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals. 


