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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week Reception and Nursery have started an exiting new learning theme, 
‘Dangerous Dinosaurs’. On Monday, the children found a massive dinosaur egg in 
the playground and a trail of large, muddy footprints. The children predicted what 

they thought would be inside the egg. They also used cubes to measure the 
footprints.  We are so thrilled to see if the egg will hatch! 

Dinosaur swamp 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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1. Share a book with an 
adult at home at least 3 

times each week (you can read your 
school reading book or any other 
reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading 
diary each time they share a book with you. 

3. Make sure that your reading diary is in 
school each day.  On Friday, bring this to 
the office and show the Learning Detectives.  
If your diary is signed 3 times or more for 
that week, you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration 
assembly and prizes will be given each 
week for raffle tickets drawn. 

 
 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Congratulations to the first winners 
of our new reading incentive.   

We were extremely disappointed to 
only have 16 entries this week and 
hope that more children join in next 
week. 
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This year to celebrate World Book Day the children in school will be exploring  the 
story, ‘Croc and Bird’ by Alexis Deacon. It’s a lovely story about friendship, identity 
and the meaning of family.  

We would like to invite children to come to school dressed to ‘Express Yourself’ on 
Thursday 6th March. This could be in clothes that make them happy and they feel 
reflect their personality. It could be linked to a hobby they love or their favourite 
book character. Please don’t feel the need to buy a costume. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Years1 and 2 

 

Science– Comparing the structure of animals.  

This week in Years 1 and 2, the children have been learning about the structure of 
a variety of animals including pets. The children drew on their knowledge of ani-
mal parts, playing a ‘guess the animal’ game when presented with a set of body 
parts e.g wings, beak and feathers. They labelled a picture of a horse, paying 
close attention to new vocabulary ‘mane’,  ‘hoof’ and ‘nostril’ and considering 
why and how these body parts were essential for the horse’s everyday life. Later 
in the session the children were given the opportunity to investigate the structure 
of a real fish. This hands on experience enabled them to touch the scales, identify 
the gills, fins and tail before discussing and comparing the difference in structure 
between the two animals.  

Fish have gills to help them breathe underwater 
but the horse has lungs to help it breathe, like 
we do! They are mammals like us.  

The horse has strong muscles in it’s legs to help it 
move, the fish needs to have fins to help it to swim 
and move in the water; legs wouldn’t be useful for a 
fish.  



5 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
 

Science Club  

Over the past few weeks, pupils across the school have been taking part in a 
lunchtime science club. Thank you to the Ogden Trust who donated this wonderful science kit for 
us to use in school.  

The children have enjoyed learning about density of liquids, the process of capillary action and   
absorbency through fun, practical experiments such as ‘walking rainbows’, ‘expanding paper 
worms’ and ‘colourful rain.’ The club will continue this half term with a focus on ‘movement and 
music’ through science.  



6 

 

 

We want to provide the healthiest    
possible environment for all our        
children to thrive.  

Please remember that we are a water 
only school and children are not       
permitted to bring juice or squash to 
drink during the day. This is in line with NHS advice. 

We have a water cooler in school and children are welcome to 
fill up their bottles when they need. 

 

The NHS states that the best drinks to give   
children are water and milk.  

Children should avoid sugary fizzy drinks, squash and juice drinks 
completely. Children who drink a lot of sugary drinks are more 
likely to become overweight. The added sugar in these drinks can 
also damage teeth. 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week, the classroom was filled with passionate discussion as the children took part in a lively debate on 
the topic: “Children shouldn’t have to do chores.” Using structured arguments and persuasive language, they 
explored both sides of the issue, developing their critical thinking and public speaking skills along the way. 

English: Expressing Opinions and Building Arguments 
Debating is an excellent way to enhance children’s spoken language skills, and this activity linked directly to 
the National Curriculum’s objectives for English, particularly: 

• Speaking & Listening – Clearly expressing ideas, listening to 
others, and responding thoughtfully. 

• Reasoning & Persuasion – Structuring arguments logically and 
using evidence to support points. 

• Confidence & Collaboration – Presenting viewpoints 
effectively and engaging in respectful discussion. 

The Debate: Should Children Have to Do Chores? 
The class was split into two teams—one arguing for the motion and 
one arguing against it. Before the debate, the children worked in groups to brainstorm key arguments and 
counterarguments, ensuring they were well-prepared to present their case. 

Mr S acted as the judge and scribe and recorded the brilliant arguments the children put forward: 

Each team presented their arguments, listened to opposing views, and responded with counterpoints. The 
level of engagement and enthusiasm was fantastic, with every child contributing to the discussion in a 
meaningful way. 

A Lesson in Respectful Discussion 
Beyond improving their speaking skills, this debate also helped the children develop: 

• Active listening – Considering different perspectives and responding appropriately. 

• Respectful disagreement – Understanding that different viewpoints can be valid. 

• Confidence in public speaking – Sharing ideas with clarity and conviction. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 6: Life, survival and development 

The children in Years 5 & 6 class were visited by the Warwickshire Road Safety team 
on Tuesday. Their session was all about impulsive behaviour and detailed the         
distractions that may be around them when they are around roads. 

They learned the 7 biggest distractions for children of their age and talked about   
coping strategies they could use to keep themselves safe. 

We talked through different scenarios that they could face on journeys and how they 
could work to avoid accidents: 

We used this flow 
chart to talk 
through situations 
that we might face, 
particularly when 
we transition to 
High School, and 
then steps we could 
take to avoid any 
mishaps. 

Only cross where it’s safe to do so 
and where you can see the road 
clearly 

Make sure you are not dis-
tracted (by your phone or anything 
else) when crossing the road. 

Use crossings if the are available. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 6: Life, survival and development 

This week, many of the children in 5/6 class have been enjoying time 
outside on their bikes doing ‘Bikeability.’  

Bikeability is the government’s national cycle training programme. The 
scheme aims to inspire more children to cycle by equipping them with the 
skills and confidence to ride more.  

All the training is delivered by Outspoken       
Training’s qualified and DBS checked Instructors.  

The training takes place over the course of 4 days, 
starting with the children finding out how to check 
that their bike is road worthy, performing simple 
maneuvers and then moves on to them moving out 
into the residential areas around school where 
they can hone these skills in a more realistic        
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 



11 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

95% 
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Check out Action For Happiness’ Mindful March 
calendar for some daily activities to pro-
mote positive mental health. 
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With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

March 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day.  We would like to invite chil-
dren to come to school dressed to ‘Express 
Yourself’ on Thursday 6th March. This could 
be in clothes that make them happy and they feel 
reflect their personality. It could be linked to a 
hobby they love or their favourite book character.  

Monday 10th March– Friday 14th March Science Week 

Wednesday 12th March Y3&4 Anglo Saxon Experience  

Friday 28th March Mufti Day 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hartley have chosen Ariella  as their class 
learning hero this week for her fantastic writing. Ariella is always 
keen to add writing to her work and added her own caption to her 
wonderful dinosaur drawing. She has also got stuck straight into 
our new topic- running around in the garden roaring as a terrifying 
dinosaur. Well done Ariella!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our hero this week is Aria who  works 
exceptionally hard in all of her lessons. This 
week she shared some fantastic ideas during our 
guided reading session, sharing facts about 
jellyfish with the class and creating her own jellyfish by learning 
how to thread materials to create tentacles.  

Aria was also quick to help others who found this skill difficult, 
demonstrating her fantastic team work skills, well done!  

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s Star of the Week is John for his ability to bounce back 
from challenges throughout the week and displaying a strong sense 
of resilience. Well done, John!  

 

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox’s hero this week is Bella. She has been kind and helpful 
(as always) and has paid careful attention to her learning, 
producing some lovely work. Keep it up.  
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Thank you, once again, to everyone who 
contributed to our fundraising efforts for 
Children’s Mental Health Week.  We have 
received this lovely thank you letter from 
Helen at Evelyn’s Gift.  Helen will put our 
contributions to good use and provide 
valuable help and support to someone 
who needs it.   

 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 12: Respect for the views of the child 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed via 
The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the  children 
about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at home at 
that parents and carers are aware of how to support their children if issues arise.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week we will be on 
Week 1 of the current 

Educaterers menu.  
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A number of free online parenting courses are available to 
Warwickshire families.  These are a great way to get advice and 
learn new skills in the comfort of your own home and at times to suit you. All of 
the courses are filled with helpful techniques and ideas developed by our 
experienced parenting professionals to help you become a confident and happy 
parent. Crucially, you can do our course whenever and wherever suits you and 
work through it at our own pace.  

Follow the link via the QR code above or access these courses and other support 
via: https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 6: Life, survival and development 

Article 3:  Leisure, play and culture 



21 

 

 

 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 3:  Leisure, play and culture 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals. 


