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Friday 26th April 2024  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week has been especially busy in 
Reception and Nursery.  

The children started the week with 
some baking. We looked at the recipe 
for flapjack and followed the            
instructions to make it.   

They were delicious! 

We also welcomed our duck eggs this 
week and are carefully observing for 
any changes inside the incubator.   

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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This week we have continued to learn more about the dino-
saurs that roamed our planet. After exploring the Pangea, 
we looked at the different habitats of the dinosaurs and 
thought about how they were suited to 

Answering one of our own enquiry 
questions, how do we know what 
dinosaurs looked like?, we explored 
the skeletons of a range of different 
dinosaurs. We looked at the shape 
of their body and matched them to 
the images that we commonly rec-
ognise to be of dinosaurs today. 

Answering another of our key questions, what 
did dinosaurs eat?, we identified the dinosaurs 
that were herbivores, carnivores and omni-
vores. We really quickly recognised patterns in 
the body shape of the dinosaurs and how it 

The T-Rex had a 
long tail to balance 
itès body, otherwise 
it would fall over.  

I didnèt know the 
Stegosaurusè scales 
on itès back would be 
made of bone too! 

The Diplodocus had a long 
neck so that it could reach 
the leaves off the trees. It 
could use itès neck to knock 
down trees too! 

The Diplodocus had a long 
neck so that it could reach 
the leaves off the trees. It 
could use itès neck to knock 
down trees too! 

Herbivores walked on their four thick legs. They 
moved slowly because the plants didnèt give them 
much energy. 

Year 1 and 2 



 
In our science lesson this week Years 3 
and 4 learned about Mary Anningès   
contribution to palaeontology.  
 
The children discovered that               
palaeontologists study fossils to uncover 
insights into prehistoric life. They 
watched an exciting documentary about 
Mary Anningès life and her discoveries. 
  
Mary Anning and her brother Joseph   
unearthed the first known Ichthyosaurus 
fossil, attracting significant attention to 
the Anning family. Mary Anning        
continued her remarkable finds,           
discovering the first complete plesiosaur 
in 1823, a long-necked marine reptile. 
She also uncovered the first pterodactyl 
found outside Germany. Over time,   
prominent scientists of the era            
accompanied Anning on her fossil-finding 
expeditions. However, she often did not 
receive proper credit for many of the     
fossils she excavated. Today, Mary      
Anning is remembered as one of the 
greatest fossil hunters in history. 
  
Afterwards, the children engaged in a 
deep discussion about Mary Anning and 
her scientific contributions. They then 
completed a comprehension activity 
about palaeontology and Mary Anning. 
  
After learning about Mary Anning, the 
children examined fossil pictures up close, 
imagining what Anning saw in her own 
discoveries. During our discussion, they 
shared their observations and connected 
their knowledge from previous lessons, 
like identifying trace fossils formed by 
minerals in water. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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This term, the children in Years 5 and 6 are learning to 
play the djembe drums. 

In this weekès lesson the children learned that there are 
three main sounds that can be played on a               
djembe: bass, tone and slap.  

The bass sound (low-pitched) is  achieved by striking 
the drum in the middle of the skin with a heavy hand. 

The tone (medium-pitched) is played with the hand on 
the edge of the skin, using the wrist as well as the arm to 
propel the hand towards the drum.  

The slap (high-pitched) is technically the hardest stroke 
to achieve. There are many types of slap, all of which are 
played near the edge. ¢he fingers should be completely 
relaxed and thrown towards the head of the drum by 
the arm and wrist. The best way to achieve the slap 
is through trial and error, and as every personès hands 
are different so every person will have a unique sound 
on the drum.  

The djembe drum is said to have been invented in the 
12th Century by the Mandinke tribe in what is now  
Mali, in West Africa. It has been played by West       
Africans for generations forming an integral part of   
ritualistic life in Mali, Guinea, Senegal and other   
neighbouring West African countries.  



¶ Online Safety and Social Media 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, we are finding that an increasing number of children at 
school are requiring support with problems that have occurred due to their 
internet use out of school.  This includes sending/ receiving inappropriate 
messages, accessing inappropriate videos and images and the normalisation 
of undesirable behaviours including swearing and offensive language.   

 
Managing these situations is taking a significant amount of adult time in 
school each week and we are seeing increasing numbers of younger children 
(including nursery aged children) that appear to be given unsupervised and 
unrestricted access to the internet. 

Please can I ask that all parents and carers speak with their child             
individually about their online behaviours and review each childès access to 
particular sites and apps?  Please see the age rating guide overleaf for more 
information.  The following site: has some links to online guides on how to 
set parental controls for some sites:: https://
www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/social-media/ and 
the following link provides advice about setting controls on You 
Tube: https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
entertainment-search-engines/youtube-app/ 

If any family would like additional advice or support regarding 
internet safety or device controls do get in touch and we will 
do our best to assist. 
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Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ŜǊƳ                                  ϝҐ bŜǿ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŘŀǘŜǎ 

aŀȅ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нƴŘ aŀȅ 9¸C{ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ǘǿŜƭƭ CŀǊƳ tŀǊƪ 

²ŜŜƪ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ aƻƴŘŀȅ моǘƘ aŀȅ ¸ŜŀǊ с {!¢ǎ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ 
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WǳƴŜ 
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Wǳƭȅ   
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Mental Health Awareness Week 2024 will take place from 13th to 19th 
May. 
 
The theme is åMovement: Moving more for our mental healthæ.  
 
During the week, we will be spending time each afternoon in our     
classrooms doing something fun and active to support our mental health 
and talking about the benefits of being active as well as discussing 
strategies and steps  that we can take to support our own positive     
mental health.  
 
On the Friday (19th May) , the children are invited to wear something 
green in recognition of their learning during Mental Health Week and to 
show that they are supportive of othersè mental health and wellbeing. 
 
We will be inviting children to make a donation on this Friday.  Our 
school Mental Health Ambassadors have chosen to donate the money 

raised to Coventry and Warwickshire Mind, a charity 
that offers emotional and empathic support 
to local young people.  
 
 



Healthy Lunch Boxes 

As parents may be aware, our school dinners are care-
fully planned and follow national guidance about foods 
that should be served in school..   

Our menu ensures that children have the energy and 
nutrition they need to get the most from their whole    

                          school day.  

Unfortunately, we have noticed an increasing number of children bringing     
unsuitable packed lunches to school.  These include lunches containing multiple 
chocolate bars, no fibre or protein and foods with high levels of salt and sugar.  
We politely request that parents consider whether the lunches provided are 
suitable for a bust day learning. 

A healthy packed lunch should include:  

¶ A good portion of starchy food, e.g. wholegrain roll, tortilla wrap,       
chapatti, pitta pocket, pasta or rice salad;  

¶ A portion of lean meat, fish or alternative, e.g. chicken, ham, beef, tuna, 
egg, beans or hummus;  

¶ Plenty of fruit and vegetables, e.g. an apple, satsuma, handful of cherry 
tomatoes or carrot sticks, small tub of fruit salad or small box of raisins;  

¶ A portion of semi-skimmed milk or other dairy food, e.g. reduced fat 
cheese, yogurt or fromage frais;  

¶ A drink e.g. fruit juice, semi-skimmed milk, yogurt drink or a bottle of wa-
ter.  

This checklist is adapted from the Department of Healthès Food in Schools Toolkit.  

Cakes and biscuits are allowed but encourage your child to eat these only as 
part of a balanced meal . 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
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Article 24  Health and health services 



Job Opportunities  

As our school grows and our pupil numbers increase, we will be 
advertising for additional staff so that we can meet the needs of    
all of our pupils. 

 

 
We are looking for a reliable, committed and hardwork-
ing Midday Supervisor to join our existing team. 
 
The hours of work are Monday to Friday 12 noon to 1.00 
pm term time only. 

The post will be advertised on WM Jobs next week and you 
should apply as per the advert details. 

Please speak to us at school or copy this link in to your 
browser for further information. 

  https://www.wmjobs.co.uk/ 
 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Manley  or Mrs Westwood would be happy to provide more information about these 
roles and would be happy to answer any questions that you may have.  

aƛŘŘŀȅ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ 

https://www.wmjobs.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

Nursery & Reception 

Mrs Manley and Mrs Hartley have chosen Cassia as their learning hero this 
week. Cassia has been keeping up with her home reading which is  helping 
her to make good progress. This week, Cassia has impressed us with her 
writing when she created her own seed packet. Well done Cassia! 

 

Years 1 & 2 

Our Year 1 & 2 learning hero this week is John. John always shows a fabulous                  
attitude towards his learning. We have been really impressed with his imaginative 
and creative ideas this week when designing his own dinosaur. He has also shown 
great resilience in maths, recognising and learning from his own mistakes and 
continuing to work with great determination. Keep up your fabulous attitude 
towards   learning, John! 

 

Years 3 & 4 

Miss Singh has selected Amber as this week's hero for her consistent   kindness 
towards others. She regularly extends a helping hand to both adults and her 
peers. Amber has taken on the role of assisting with play equipment during 
break times. She continuously seeks to challenge herself by undertaking 

more difficult tasks and consistently exceeds expectations. Recently, 
Amber showed a keen interest in learning about Roman inventions. 
She took the initiative to research further at home,    resulting in 

her writing three pages detailing various Roman inventions. Well done, Amber! 
 

Years 5 & 6 

Mrs Coxès hero this week is Henry.  He has been an enthusiastic participant in 
our English lessons where he has been able to give some insightful ideas for 

our farmer's diary entry. Keep up the good work, Henry. 
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Year 6 SATs Tests 
Children in Year 6 will take their Key Stage 2 tests during the 
week beginning Monday 13th May.  The timetable is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

As a school, we are able to apply for some pupils to have a reader, scribe or 
extra time during the tests because of their additional needs. 

The tests are statutory and papers are marked externally.  The results are 
returned in July as standardised scores generated by comparing the raw 
scores of all children nationally who took the tests. 

A standardised score od 100 means that a child is working at the ex-
pected level for their age. 

A standardised score of below 100 means that a child has performed in 
the tests at a level below that which is expected for their age. 

A standardised score of roughly 115 or above means that a child ex-
ceeded the expectation for their age.  

Mrs Cox will also assess each child in Reading, Writing and Maths.  This as-
sessment is not assessed solely on test data but reflects a childès work over 
time.  In this sense, this can be more accurate. 

 

Please speak to Mrs Cox or Mrs Manley if you would like more information.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
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Monday 13th May Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Tuesday 14th May Reading 

Wednesday 15th May Mathematics, papers 1 & 2 (arithmetic 
and reasoning).  

Thursday 16th May Mathematics, paper 3 (reasoning).  






