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This week, as part of our Mathematic sessions, we 
have been focusing on 3D shapes through exploration 
and play. This will support the children to be able to 
select, rotate and change shapes in order to develop 
their spatial reasoning. The children have also begun to 
recognise shapes in the real world. To get stuck into 
this topic the children explored the properties of 
everyday shapes by using recycled materials to make a model of 
their choice.  

 

 

Friday 18th October 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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Firefighters Visit 
Last Friday we were really lucky to have a visit 
from the firefighters based at Gaydon. They 
talked to the children all about their jobs and the 
different things that firefighters have to do—it’s 
not just putting out fires! 

The children learned all 
about fire safety, the things 
that can cause fires and how 
we can prevent them, espe-
cially in our own homes.  

They also learned what to do if they discover a fire,       in-
cluding calling for help, calling 999 for the fire brigade and 
how we should exit a burning building; staying low to avoid 
smoke inhalation and not returning to collect  belongings. 
The children also practiced the STOP, DROP ROLL  

procedure before looking around the fire engine and learning 
all about all of the different  equipment that is carried on it.  

The fire fighters set the      
children a challenge to learn 
their address, including their 
house number and road name, 
so that if they ever needed to 
call any of the emergency    
services they could tell them 
where to go. We think it’s    
really important that all     
children in our school know 
this information 
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Spanish: Learning Through Reading and Acting 

In line with the National Curriculum’s focus on learning a foreign language in Key Stage 2, 
the children in Years 3 and 4  were introduced to some simple, everyday Spanish phrases, 
including “buenos días” (good morning), “por favour”  (please), and “escucha” (listen). The 
aim was to help the children develop an understanding of how language works, while also 
building confidence in speaking another language. 

We started the lesson by reading a short Spanish story together. This helped the children 
recognise these new words in context, and they were very keen to test their pronunciation! 
After reading, we moved on to something even more interactive — acting out parts of the 
story to practise speaking Spanish aloud. This promoted listening and speaking skills in a 
foreign language. 

One of the highlights was when we learned the word for crocodile (cocodrilo), which turned 
out to be an instant class favourite! Some of the children were quite creative with their   
crocodile impressions, acting out scenes with plenty of enthusiasm (and a few ferocious 
roars, of course!). We had some very dramatic cocodrilos on our hands! 

Language Learning and Confidence 

The lesson not only supported their language learning but also gave our children the        
opportunity to develop speaking and listening skills in a fun and engaging way. Through 
acting and role-playing, the children practised using the phrases they learned in real-life    
contexts, which encouraged both communication and confidence in speaking aloud. 

We’ll be continuing our Spanish lessons in the coming weeks, building on what we’ve 
learned so far. It’s wonderful to see how quickly they are picking up the language — I’m 
sure you’ll be hearing buenos días at home soon! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Buenos días Mr Sangha, soy yo Ella  
Buenos días. Mira Señor Sangha, un       
cocodrilo!  

Lottie 
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On Tuesday morning, the children in Years 5 & 6 had a visitor to their classroom. 
They were excited to take part in Peer Mediation training with Peter Timms. 

Peer Mediators are trained in the process and skills needed to mediate between 
two parties neutrally.  It also gives students a forum for resolving conflicts that 
might never come to the attention of adults. 

The children learned the 5-stages of media-
tion and 4 important rules to ensure that 
everyone feels safe and happy to share their 
experiences. 

We talked about which situations 
we can resolve and which ones 
we must talk to an adult about 
instead. If we see fighting, bully-
ing or stealing 
then we need 
to involve the 
adults. 

As peer mediators, we can help each  
other to solve disagreements on the  
playground or other areas of life. 
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The children in 5/6 had a visitor from the NSPCC this Monday following an in 
class assembly last week. 

During the session, the class were encouraged to think about the things they have 
learned during their PSHE lessons. 

Speak out Stay safe is a safeguarding programme for children. It helps children 
understand: 

• Abuse in all its forms and how to recognise the signs of abuse 

• That abuse is never a child’s fault and they have the right to be safe 

• Where to get help and the sources of help available to them, including 
our Childline service. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

We talked about things that might worry us,  
and the importance of speaking to a trusted 
adult when you are feeling unhappy. We under-
stood that by talking to an adult, it can start     
to make you feel more happy, and even more 
importantly it helps you to feel safe again. 

If I feel unsafe, I can talk to a trusted adult, or I can call Childline on 
0800 1111. There is even a website so I can chat online instead. 
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Leaping Leopards After School Club 

Wrap around provision is currently      
available to support families balance work 
and family commitments. Here, children 
are cared for by school staff and a healthy 

snack is provided. Children are offered a variety of games, 
activities, crafts and toys that enable them to have fun,      
interact with their peers and relax after the school day. 

 

As previously communicated, changes to our charges and 
charging policy for our after school club come in to effect 
from 4 November 2024. 

With effect from this date, the cost for 1 hour will be £6 and 
£12 for two hours.  

Payments must be received in advance and your parent pay 
account will be charged weekly as per your new contract. 
Charges will apply even if your child does not attend. 

If you are currently using the after school club service, please 
ensure you have returned a new contract by 25 October 
2024.   

All bookings must be secured with a new contract. 

Contracts are available from the school office on request for 
new bookings. 
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Parents Evenings 

Next week, all teachers will be holding  individual 
parents meetings with families.   

It is important that these are  attended as it      
allows teachers to share valuable information 
about your child’s progress in school, their response to teaching strategies that 
we use and to provide information about any additional support that your 
child may require and receive in school. It also gives teachers the opportunity 
to find out more about the children in their classes, their likes and dislikes,    
motivational factors and other information that may support their learning in 
school.  It is also an opportunity to share your child’s successes. 
 

Research proves that positive and open dialogue between a child’s parents and 
teacher(s) has a positive impact on their academic progress and avoids any 
gaps from widening. 

 
If there is a genuine reason that you have been unable to book an              
appointment or the days offered were not suitable then please contact your 
child’s teacher– they are still keen to speak with you.  Every effort will be 
made to organise an alternative date or time which is mutually convenient to 
all.   

Children are welcome to join their parents for these sessions, we would like 
them to be active partners in discussions about their learning. 
 

Mrs. Manley is the school Special Educational Needs and         
Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo). Mrs Manley works closely with 
class teachers and other adults in school to ensure that any     
children requiring additional support are identified as swiftly as 

possible and that any adjustments that are required are made.   

If you would like an individual appointment to discuss any area of SEND then 
please contact Mrs Manley to make an appointment. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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As some of our families may be 
aware, we are very lucky to    
benefit from visits from Tommy 
every Monday afternoon.    
Tommy works as a Pets As     
Therapy dog and spends time 
each week supporting children 
who have been timetabled for 
this support.   
 
Children come for many reasons, including a need to improve their self -
esteem and confidence, needing to spend additional time with adults (Mrs 
Thorneywork and Tommy’s owner, Carol, are in each session), to experience 
calm or to engage with extra reading (Tommy is a very good listener).  
 
Tommy is fully trained and insured.  Please speak to our Mental Health 
Lead, Mrs. Manley, if you think that your child would benefit from this type 
of support.  
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INSET Days 2024/25: 
Monday 2nd December 2024 
Monday 6th January 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

October 

16th-22nd October Scholastic Book Fair in school 
22nd & 23rd October Autumn Term Parents Evenings 

Friday 25th October Mufti Day (non-uniform day), please bring a donation (50p 
suggested) towards school fund 

28th October- 1st November Half Term Holiday 

November 

Monday 4th November Autumn 2 begins 

Monday 4th November Protective Behaviours week 

*Friday 8th November Wrates school photographs.  Please bring siblings in from 
8.30 if you would like a group photo 

*Tuesday 12th November Reception vision screening  

Friday 29th November Mufti Day (non-uniform day), please bring a donation (50p 
suggested) towards school fund. 

December 

Monday 2nd December INSET day 

Wednesday 4th December Years 3 & 4 Christmas Trip 

Years 5 & 6 Christmas Trip 

*Wednesday 4th December Reception, Years1 and 2 afternoon of Christmas crafts (parent 
and child).  Limited to 15 spaces, booking (through school 
office) required. 

Monday 9th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Trip 

Years 1 & 2 Christmas Trip 

TBC Y5/6 trip, winter performances and celebrations 

*Wednesday 18th December Christmas Dinner.  This is £2.43 for those who pay for meals 

Monday 23rd December 2024 to 
Friday 3rd January 2025 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Tuesday 7th January 

*23rd & 24th December Onside Coaching HAF Club– limited to 20 places.  Please look 
out for communication from Mr Rellis 
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Wrates will be visiting us on Friday 8th         
November to take individual and family group 
photographs of all children. 

These photographs will be available for families to purchase and 
they make excellent festive gifts for friends and family members. 

If you would like your child photographed with a sibling who does 
not attend our school then you are welcome to bring them in to 
school between 8.30 and 9.00am. We will not be offering an      
appointment system for this so you may need to wait your turn. 

In order to receive early access and important updates, please register your 
child/children here: https://order.wrates.co.uk/register/?code=JRCETTPB2B. 
This link will close 2 working days before the photos are taken.  
 
Please be assured that if a parent doesn't register, their children/s will still 
be photographed and a photographic proof card will be sent to take home.  

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture                        

https://order.wrates.co.uk/register/?code=JRCETTPB2B
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Mrs Hartley and Mrs Cox's learning hero this week is Lukas for his 
fantastic cooperative skills and willingness to always have a go. Lukas is 
a fantastic role model in our classroom. This week he has shown a good 
understanding of number when practicing our number fluency. Well 
done Lukas!  

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our Years 1 & 2 hero for this week is Everleigh. She has been putting so 
much effort into all of her learning and has completed some amazing 
maths and some wonderful writing about how to catch a witch. We are 
so proud of all of the progress that she is making and hope that she 
keeps up the fabulous hard work. Well done, Everleigh!  

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s Year 3 & 4 learning hero is Kaety for the incredibly caring 
and supportive person she has been around the classroom this week. 
Kaety is always helping other children and setting a brilliant example to 
others in the classroom. Well done Kaety  

  

Years 5 and 6 

Mrs Cox’s  hero this week is Amanda. She has worked hard and shown 
curiosity this week. She has asked interesting questions and made 
prudent observations with our visitors. She has made me feel very proud 
of how hard she has been working. Keep up the good work Amanda. 
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Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 3 For 
families who pay for 

meals, the cost is now 
£2.43 per day. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Being in school is important to your child’s        
achievement, wellbeing, and wider development.  

Evidence shows that the children with the highest attendance 
throughout their time in school gain the best results.  

Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly.   
Parents may be aware of the continued importance that is being 
placed on school attendance from the Local Authority and the     
Department for Education. 

As a school, it is our responsibility to investigate any      
absences and work with families to reduce these. 

All routine doctors, dentist and other non urgent medical            
appointments should be made for out of school hours. Most local 
GP surgeries are open until 6pm during the week and have later 
night appointments on specific evenings. Similarly, our local dentist     
surgeries are open until 6pm with plenty of pre bookable             
appointments during school holidays that can be made for routine 
appointments.  

 

 

If you child is absent due to ill health or the attendance at an      
URGENT medical appointment then please let the school office so 
that we do not have to spend valuable office staff time                  
investigating these absences.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture                        

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/the-link-between-absence-and-attainment-at-ks2-and-ks4
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We want everyone to enjoy a safe and happy Halloween, but we also recognise 
this time of year can be stressful for some residents and result in nuisance      
callers. 

If you would prefer people not to visit your home you can download our 'sorry 
no trick or treat' poster to display in your window, as well as one with general 
Halloween advice, which can also be read below: 

• Adults should always accompany children when trick or treating. Young    
people should never go trick or treating alone. 
• Do not knock on the doors of strangers - only go to people you know. Never 
go into a stranger's house. 
• Always keep to well-lit areas. Wear bright clothing and always carry a torch. 
Remember road safety. 
• Unless pre-arranged, do not visit elderly members of the community. Be  
careful not to frighten vulnerable people. 
• Keep your tricks within the law - anything that 
results in damage is an offence and will be dealt 
with as such. 
 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, play and culture                        

You can download  a 
‘no trick or treat’     
window poster here: 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18 Parental responsibilities and state assistance 

If our funding application is    
successful, we aim to run        
another HAF club during the 
Christmas holiday.  This will be 
in partnership with Onside 
Coaching.  Please keep an eye 
on our newsletter for further   
information.  
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 
next September, you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be 
made via the Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for 
more information https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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Visit the Royal Shakespeare Company’s website to     
explore some exciting activities that are being offered 
over half term.  

Below is the information about two workshops 
that may interest our families but there are many 
more advertised o the website. .  

https://www.rsc.org.uk/events/october-half-term-activities 
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