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Welcome back to all of our 
children and families. 

What a wonderful first week 
we've had in Reception!         
The children have settled in 
beautifully and are already becoming familiar with their new 
environment, routines, and friends. We’ve been so impressed 
with how confident and enthusiastic they’ve been exploring 
their classroom and outdoor spaces. 

This week, we’ve focused on helping the children feel safe and 
happy. We've enjoyed getting to know each other through 
circle times, stories, songs, and lots of play-based learning.  We 
even had our first PE lesson this week with Mr Rellis . We took 
part in parachute games and had so much fun! 

Friday 5th September 2024 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Madahar to 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  Mrs. Madahar 
is an experienced teacher who has spent a number 
of years working at our federation school,        
Sydenham Primary.  Mrs. Madahar will be      
teaching Years 3 and 4.  

We are very pleased to welcome two new      
Teaching Assistants to our team.        
Miss. Barreto will be working in our Early 
Years team and Mrs. Giffin will be    
working with Years 1 and 2. 

Many of our parents and children met   
Mrs. Gill at the end of the Summer Term.  
Mrs. Gill is an experienced teacher who 
was previously working in Cheltenham. 
Mrs. Gill will be teaching our Reception 
class. 
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Our PE lessons are delivered by our          
wonderful colleagues at Onside Coaching.   

Mr. Rellis is our regular lead Coach and 
he often delivers the sessions personally, 

although we do have other coaches working in school from 
time to time.  We are lucky that Mr. Rellis knows all of our 
children very well and is able to tailor each class’ PE lesson to 
meet our pupils’ needs while ensuring curriculum progression.  
Mr. Rellis often dismisses the children at the end of the day 
and is always happy to talk to parents about their child’s performance in PE.   
All of the wonderful Onside coaches are fully trained in delivering the primary 
Physical Education curriculum and all have full enhanced DBS checks. 

Children are required to wear their PE kits to school on the day of their PE   
lesson.  

PE Timetable.  Autumn Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming Lessons 

Swimming lessons are held at Southam Pool on a Wednesday afternoon.             
This term, Years 3 and 4  are   
swimming.  Please ensure that   
children have their kit (one piece 
swimming costume or swimming 
trunks and towel) in school in order 
to take part.  

 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Monday Years 5 & 6 

Tuesday Years 4 & 4 

Wednesday Reception 

Thursday   

Friday Years 1 and 2 

Your child’s PE kit should consist of a white 
t-shirt, navy or black shorts or jogging    
bottoms and well fitting trainers or pumps.  
On colder days, children may wear a navy 
or black sweatshirt or their school       
sweatshirt.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week the children in Years 1 and 2 were excited to receive a bundle of parcels    
addressed to the class and delivered in a royal mail bag. This left them clues to the new 
guided reading text they will be learning about this term, The Jolly Postman by A & A 
Ahlberg.  

The children discussed the links between the variety of book clues they opened, noting 
that a lot of the books were traditional tales and that two of them were written by the 
same authors. The postal theme was carried into their Maths learning as they took on 
the role of postal workers, finding letters that had been hidden around the room to com-
plete a treasure hunt. They worked in pairs to solve the clues, practising their counting 
skills and number recognition to solve the mystery. Well done everyone for displaying 
great teamwork! 

Guided Reading and Maths 

I found a postcard! 

It’s got a bus on the front, I 
wonder if the postman has 
been on a holiday? 

I found the first letter! Let’s 
count the number of objects 
inside and write the correct 
numeral on our sheet. 

There are lots of    
parcels inside the bag! 
They all have different 
addresses on them. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Our Year 3 and 4 children have made an        
excellent start to the new school year and have 
all impressed Mrs. Madahar with their eagerness 
to learn as well as their fabulous teamwork. 

The children were particularly interested in their 
art lesson this week where they demonstrated 
excellent curiosity as well as concentration in 
order to produce some beautiful ideas boards. 

This term, their art work will focus 
on storytelling through drawing and 
on Thursday, the children spent time 
studying the illustrations and artistic 
styles of Laura Carlin, an artist and 
illustrator.   

They used Laura’s artwork as       
inspiration for their own        
illustrations and discussed the 
use of lines and colours to      
express mood, create movement 
and bring their storytelling ideas 
to life.  

The children are excited to build 
on these skills in future lessons 
and can’t wait to showcase their 
finished artwork later this term.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 

What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 

Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 

What do you already know about this topic? 

Understanding the Story: 

What is happening in the story so far? 

Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 

Where and when does the story take place? 

Making Connections: 

Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 

Have you read another book like this before? 

How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 

Vocabulary and Language: 

What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 

Are there any words that you don’t understand? 

How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 

Encouraging Critical Thinking: 

What do you think will happen next? 

 
Filling in the reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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INSET Days 2025-26 
Friday 10th October 2025 
Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 

With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley 
and all the staff at Lighthorne Heath Primary 
School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

September 

Friday 26th September Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1 

October 
Thursday 9th October World Mental Health Day.  Please wear blue. 

Monday 20th October School Tour for prospective Reception parents, 2pm 

Friday 24th October Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1 

27th October– 31st October Half Term Holiday 

November 
Monday 3rd November Autumn Term 2 begins 

Friday 28th November Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1 

December 
Monday 1st December INSET Day– school is closed 

Tuesday 2nd December EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 to visit Warwick Arts Centre  to watch The 
Tiger Who Came To Tea. 

Wednesday 3rd December Years 3 & 4 to visit Coventry’s Belgrade Theatre to watch Sleeping 
Beauty 

Thursday 11th December  Years 5 and 6 to visit the RSC to watch The BFG 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 22nd December 2025 
to Friday 2nd January 2025 

Christmas Holiday 

School returns on Monday 5th January 
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Our school uniform consists of a 
blue or white polo shirt, navy 
jumper or cardigan, grey trousers or 
skirt.  

All children should wear black 
school shoes which are not trainers.  

For P.E. lessons, 
children should 
wear a plain white 
t-shirt, black sports 
shorts and black 
trainers or pumps.  

Uniform can be ordered online via www.stitchtech.co.uk or www.myclothing.com 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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We want to provide the healthiest possible 
environment for all our children to thrive.  

Please remember that we are a water only 
school and children are not permitted to 
bring juice or squash to drink during the day. This is in line 
with NHS advice. 

We have a water cooler in school and children are welcome to 
fill up their bottles when they need. 

The NHS states that the best drinks to give   
children are water and milk.  

Children should avoid sugary fizzy drinks, squash 
and juice drinks completely. Children who drink a lot of sugary 
drinks are more likely to become overweight. The added sugar in 
these drinks can also damage teeth. 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 1. 
Jacket potato and choice 
of fillings available daily 

. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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We place mental health and wellbeing at the centre of everything we do. 
 
By taking the stigma away from talking about mental health, we want all 
pupils and staff to know they can ask for help whenever they need it.  

 
Awareness means that staff and pupils are educated in mental health 
and wellbeing. 
 
Support is about having different avenues of support for everybody 
 
Kindness means that wellbeing runs through everything we do, from 

                 being kind to ourselves and each other and by actively promoting well
                 being 
 
 
 
These logos represent some of the partners with 
whom we work to ensure that our we are       
maximising opportunities to support the positive     
mental health on all of our young people.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

All schools in England must have a Designated Senior 
Mental Health Lead who has been trained in               
understanding Mental Health and supporting children, 
families and staff.  Mrs. Manley is our school Senior Mental 
Health Lead. 
 
Mrs. Manley can support families in identifying early indicators 
of poor mental health and to respond promptly by implementing 
a range of support strategies both at home and school. 
 
Please speak to the school office if you would like to arrange to 
meet with Mrs. Manley to discuss any aspect of your child’s 
mental health.  
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

All of our fabulous children and staff have been 
nominated as Lighthorne Heath Heroes this week. 

Everybody has made a wonderful start to the new 
school year.  We have spotted many children 
demonstrating kindness and care towards one another, 
so many children demonstrating the skills needed to 
be an effective learner and lots of smiles and laughter 
has been heard. 

We are looking forward to continuing the year as 
positively as it has started.  

 
My favourite learning 
character is the    
elephant because it 
reminds me to never 
give up and keep on 
trying, even when I’m   
finding things challeng-
ing. 

Our learning        
characters remind us 
what we need to do 
to learn.  We talk 
about them in most 
lessons and use them 
to identify what we 
do well and what we 
need to get better at.   

By Sadiye 
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 next September, 
you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be made via the 
Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for more infor-
mation https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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