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Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

In maths this week the children have been focusing on halving 
quantities by sharing into two equal groups. We have been mak-
ing links to the fact that halving is the opposite of doubling.   

When we share 
we have to 
make sure both 
groups are 
equal.  

Double 3 is 6. 
Half of 6 is 3. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Guided Reading  

This week in Years 1 and 2, we jumped into our story, The Lost 
Homework, and took on the role of Sonny (the main character) 
who helped his community restore Grandma’s old Vardo. The 
children listened to traditional music and learned about         
traditional designs used to decorate these ‘horse-drawn’ vehicles. 

I learned that a vardo is pulled by a horse. 
I made the sound of the horse’s hooves 
using cups.  

The music was lively and fun to dance 
to. I chose bright colours and traditional 
flower designs to decorate the vardo 

A vardo is a four-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle          
traditionally used by Romany travellers as their home.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week, the children in Years 3 & 4 explored the roles of roots and stems in 
plants, learning how roots absorb water and nutrients and anchor plants in the soil, 
while stems support the plant and transport water. They also carried out an         
investigation using coloured water to observe how water moves through plants 

The children also learned about seed dispersal and what plants need to grow,       
including light, water, air, nutrients and space. They planted cress seeds in different 
conditions and have been making daily observations to compare how each one 
grows 

It has been exciting to watch their plants change day by day and see     
science happening right in the classroom! 
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UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week in English, Years 5 & 6 have been learning about Ancient Greek comedies.     
Ancient Greek comedy entertained audiences with funny stories, colourful costumes, silly 
characters and clever jokes, while also teaching important lessons about life, friendship 
and society.   

We started our learning by coming up with puns. These were often used by the Ancient 
Greeks within their plays. Next, we looked at an example text and in small groups we 
each took a scene and acted them out. 

On Wednesday we recapped our learning about playscripts and used a checklist to spot 
the features within our example text.  The rest of the week was  spent working on our 
own scripts before which we are hoping to perform to the class after half term. 

· Ancient Greek plays were performed over 2,500 years ago in       
 Ancient Greece. 

· Plays were performed in large outdoor theatres built into hillsides. 

· Actors wore masks to show different characters and emotions. 

· Only men and boys were allowed to act in the plays. 

· There were two main types of plays: comedy (funny) and tragedy (serious). 

· Many plays told stories about gods, heroes and myths. 

· Music, singing and dancing were important parts of performances. 

· People watched plays during special festivals to honour the god Dionysus. 

· Famous Greek playwrights included Aristophanes and Sophocles. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

In Ancient Greece, only 
men were allowed to act,  
therefore they also had to 
take on any female roles.  

We used costume and 
changing our voices to 
show that in our scene. 

The features in a 
script help the    
actors to know 
how they should 
perform, what 
they should say 
and also        
sometimes how 
they should say it. 
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Alongside our dedicated staff team, we are incredibly fortunate to benefit from the 
support of volunteers from our local community, whose generosity of time and      
expertise helps us provide the very best educational experiences for our children. 

One such volunteer is Denise, who works with the charity School Readers. Denise 
has been a valued member of our school community for several years, regularly   
visiting to read with and support our pupils. Her unwavering dedication, kindness 
and commitment have made a significant difference to the children she works with, 
helping to build both their confidence and enjoyment of reading. 

We are delighted to share a recent article from School Readers which highlights 
Denise’s outstanding contribution and the positive impact of her volunteering. In 

recognition of her exceptional 
service, we have nominated 
Denise for a volunteer award. 
We are immensely grateful 
for her continued support and 
are proud to celebrate the 
difference she makes in our 
school each week.   

Thank you, Denise.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 

What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 

Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 

What do you already know about this topic? 

Understanding the Story: 

What is happening in the story so far? 

Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 

Where and when does the story take place? 

Making Connections: 

Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 

Have you read another book like this before? 

How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 

Vocabulary and Language: 

What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 

Are there any words that you don’t understand? 

How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 

Encouraging Critical Thinking: 

What do you think will happen next? 

 
Filling in the reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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Sponsored Walk Success 
 
On Thursday morning, we finally 
held our much-anticipated 
sponsored walk after it was 
postponed from Monday due to 
poor weather. The children had a 
fantastic time completing laps of the 
field alongside our wonderful PAT 
(Pets as Therapy) dog, Tommy. 

The event was full of enthusiasm, 
smiles, and determination, with 
everyone enjoying the opportunity 
to support our school and this 
worthwhile cause. Mrs Tencuse is 
still busy counting the funds raised, 
and there is still time to send in any outstanding sponsorship 
contributions if you have not already done so. 

We are delighted to share that we have already surpassed our 
fundraising target of £300. Thank you to everyone who has supported 
the event so generously. We look forward to announcing the final total 
soon and presenting our donation to Pets as Therapy. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

article 12 Respect for the views of the child  
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Summer Term 

May  

Friday 22nd May Non uniform day.  Please bring £1 for school fund 

Monday 25th– Friday 29th May Half Term Holiday 

Monday 1st June  INSET day– school closed 

With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  
 
INSET Days 2025-26 
Friday 10th October 2025 
Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 

Activities to help children move more every day 

Children need 60 minutes of physical activity each day, with at 
least 30 minutes of that outside of school. You don't need to buy 
expensive equipment or find lots of extra time to make a difference. 
Every bit of movement adds up to support their health and       
wellbeing. 

Need some inspiration? The NHS advice pages have lots of   
ideas to help! Whatever your family enjoys, there's a fun way 
to get moving together. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

The week after half–term  
is Week 3. Jacket potato 

and choice of fillings 
available daily 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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Music can help improve mental health by making people feel calmer, happier 
and less stressed. Singing releases “feel-good” chemicals in the brain and can 
help people relax and express their emotions. 

Taking part in music activities, can also build confidence and friendships. 
Whether you enjoy singing, playing an instrument or listening to music, it can 
have a positive effect on wellbeing. 

Follow the QR code to watch a Newsround article and learn more about how 
music can support mental health. 

As well as weekly music lessons with Mrs Owen, Miss Mackie leads a singing 
assembly each week. This term, the children have particularly enjoyed singing 
Don’t Drop Litter (lyrics below). Why not ask them to teach the song to their 
family and enjoy singing it together at home?  
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

Mrs Gill's learning hero this week is Aiden. Aiden has impressed us 
with the fantastic progress he has made in his reading. He is now 
able to sight-read most of the words in his reading books with 
confidence. It has been wonderful to see Aiden beam with pride as 
he reads. Well done, Aiden! 

 

Years 1 & 2 

This week, we have chosen Ruby S as our hero. Ruby is such a 
delight to have in our class; she shows impeccable manners and is 
always trying her best. This week, she has amazed us with her 
creativity and her ability to make links with her learning. She 

designed a wonderful 'Vardo' with glow-in-the-dark colours to 
help the story characters stay safe on their journey. Great 

thinking, Ruby!   

 

Years 3 & 4 

Mrs Madahar has chosen Felicity as this week’s Lighthorne Hero. 
Felicity is always kind, helpful and hardworking. Mrs Madahar has 
been extremely proud of the perseverance Felicity consistently shows 
in class, always trying her best and never giving up when work is 
challenging. Keep up the great work, Felicity!  

 

Years 5 & 6  

Our hero in years 5 & 6 this week is Emilia.  She has shown 
amazing resilience, concentration and hard work during our 
assessments this week. Well done for keeping going and doing your 

best. 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

In Warwickshire, parents to be, parents, carers and 
grandparents have access to a variety of family and 
relationships resources and advice.  

Support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group      
programmes and workshops. This support is free to ac-

cess. 

 

 

https://

www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/

warwickshire-

parentingsupport-

71623337213 

 

To book a place at an 

online workshop please 

follow the QR code or this 

link.    More courses and 

dates are available on the 

linked page.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you to the many parents who ensure that their children      
attend regularly and arrive on time. Attendance is incredibly important to the          
education of our children and makes a big difference to a child’s ability to do well at 
school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to attending school, it is also important that your child has 
what they need each day. Parents should be 
aware of the days in which their child has PE 
and-/ or swimming and ensure that children 

have the correct kit on the relevant day. 

At this time of year it is important that children have a 
warm coat in school so that they can safely and comfortably play outside and        
complete learning activities outside the classroom.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
via The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the       
children about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced 
at home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 next September, 
you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be made via the 
Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for more infor-
mation https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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