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Friday 17th July 2026 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

To celebrate the end of the school year, Reception took part in a 
Beach Day at school. The children had great fun making sandcastles, 
searching for shells and rock pool creatures, playing with beach balls, 
splashing in the water, visiting a sweet shop, enjoying ice cream, and 
eating some delicious chips. 

It was so lovely to see the children having such a fantastic time. We 
hope all of the children have a brilliant summer holiday!  

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Art – Take One Picture. 

.This half term, Year 1 and Year 2 have been taking part in the Take One Picture project, inspired 
by A Muse (Calliope). The project began with the children becoming art detectives! They were each 
given a different section of the painting and had to work together to work out how the pieces con-
nected and what story the picture might be telling. 

The children carefully placed the pieces onto a large sheet of paper, discussing clues they could see 
in the colours, shapes and characters. They thought deeply about how the different parts of the 
painting linked together and what was happening in the scene. It was wonderful to hear the imagi-
native stories and ideas that the children created as they explored the artwork. 

One character appeared in many of the children's stories – the sea dragon! The children were fasci-
nated by this mysterious creature and were eager to learn more about it. Their curiosity led us to 
focus on the dragon in greater detail. 

Next, the children were each given a section of the sea dragon and challenged to complete the 
missing parts using a range of pastel colours. They experimented with blending shades and creat-
ing different textures to bring the dragon to life. The finished pieces were vibrant, imaginative and 
full of personality. 

Finally, the children used weaving techniques and knot tying to create their own 3D sea dragons 
using a range of recycled materials. They carefully threaded, tied and assembled different objects 
to build unique dragon sculptures. This activity encouraged creativity, problem solving and fine 
motor skills, while also helping the children think about how recycled materials can be reused in 
exciting and imaginative ways. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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This week, Year 3 and 4 have been developing their     
understanding of 2D and 3D shapes through a range of 

practical and engaging mathematical activities. 

The children explored the properties of a variety of shapes, learning to identify and de-
scribe them using accurate mathematical vocabulary. They investigated the number of 
sides, angles and vertices in 2D shapes, as well as the faces, edges and vertices of 3D 
shapes. They also compared and sorted shapes according to their properties, explaining 
their reasoning with confidence 

 

 

One of the highlights of the unit was investigating nets of 3D shapes. Pupils carefully     
examined how flat 2D nets fold together to create three-dimensional objects before design-
ing and constructing their own accurate nets. This hands-on approach helped deepen their 
understanding of the relationship between 2D and 3D shapes while developing their spatial 
reasoning and problem-solving skills. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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As the hot weather continues and the summer holidays approach, we would 
like to remind all families of the importance of staying safe in the sunshine. 

Please endure that children come to school with sun cream applied and with a 
hat and filled water bottle (we have a water cooler in school for them to refill 
from).  In school, staff employ a number of measures to keep the children safe 
and comfortable.  This includes keeping classrooms well ventilated, the use of 
fans, use of shaded outdoor spaces and             
encouraging children to keep  hydrated.  

It is also important to continue to follow safety 
guidance at home.  This includes supervising       
children around water including pad-
dling pools at home.  Follow the QR 
code for more tips on staying safe in 

and near water.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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As we come to the end of another wonderful school year, we bid a 
fond farewell to our fantastic Year 6 pupils, the Class of 2026. They 
have been an important part of our school community, showing 
kindness, resilience, determination and enthusiasm throughout their 
time with us. We are incredibly proud of all they have achieved. As 
they take the next exciting step on their journey to secondary school, 
we wish each and every one of them every success, happiness and 
confidence for the future.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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As we reach the end of another successful school year, 
we would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all of our parents and carers for 
your continued kindness, support and partnership throughout the year. Your 
encouragement and involvement make such a difference to our school 
community, and we are very grateful. 

We hope you all have a wonderful, relaxing and safe summer break, filled with 
happy memories and time to enjoy with family and friends. We look forward to 
welcoming the children back to school on Wednesday 2nd September, ready 
for another exciting year of learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  
 
 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 



9 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Upcoming Changes & Expansion to Free School Meals (FSM)  

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,  

We are writing to inform you about important national changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility that will 

come into effect from the start of the 2026/27 school year.  

Please be aware this does not change the entitlement of everyone in Early Years and Key Stage One (Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2) to be entitled to Universal Free School Meal (UIFSM). All pupils in these three years are enti-

tled to a Free School Meal daily and you do not need to complete any forms to enable your child to access this.  

The UK Government has confirmed that, from September 2026, all children in England whose households receive 

Universal Credit will be entitled to Free School Meals, regardless of their overall household income.  

What is Changing?  

Under current rules, families must earn below £7,400 per year (after tax and not including benefits) to qualify for 

free school meals. From September 2026, this earnings threshold will no longer apply — any family receiving Uni-

versal Credit will be eligible. This change is expected to support over half a million additional pupils across Eng-

land.  

What This Means for Your Family  

• No income cap: If your household receives Universal Credit, your child will be eligible.  

• Financial savings: Families could save up to £505 per child per year on school lunches.   

• Support for wellbeing: Access to a nutritious daily meal has been shown to improve  

children’s health, concentration, and learning outcomes.  

When Will This Happen?  

The new entitlement will begin at the start of the school year in September 2026. Schools nationwide are prepar-

ing now to accommodate the increased number of children who will receive meals.  We, as your school’s caterer, 

are fully prepared to support this fanatic new incitive and are keen to support even more pupils with access to our 

exciting and nutritionally balanced lunches each day. Remember this a free lunch every day of the school year.  

Do Parents Need to Apply?  

Yes. Although eligibility will cover all families on Universal Credit, parents, guardians and carers will still need to 

apply for free school meals so the school can process and confirm entitlement. Applications are expected to open 

before the start of the 2026 school year, typically requiring your National Insurance Number and Universal Credit 

Reference Number. The new rule also means that you will need to apply each year for free school meals as the 

once registered rollover will stop. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Our first week back at 
school will be week 3 

Jacket potato and choice 
of fillings available daily 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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Everyone's path to happiness is unique. However, the 
latest research suggests that there are 10 key factors 
that consistently contribute to a happier and more 
fulfilling life. To learn more about these evidence-
based principles and discover practical ways to apply 
them in everyday life, visit Action for Happiness.  
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

 

 

 

 

Reception  

Mrs Gill's Lighthorne Heath Heroes this week are all of the children 
in Reception. We are so proud of the fantastic progress they have 
made and of the wonderful first year at school they have had. It has 
been lovely to see them grow and develop throughout the year. Well 
done, Reception!  

 

Years 1 & 2 

This week we have chosen Tino as our hero for demonstrating 
perseverance, determination and a creative mind when completing 
his model 'sea dragon.'  Tino showed great support to others, 
helping them to tie knots to create the tail for their model and with 

the paper weaving when they were struggling.  What a great 
team player you are Tino!  

 

Years 3 & 4 

Mrs Madahar has chosen Archie as this week's Year 3 and 4 
Lighthorne Hero! Archie shows genuine kindness and politeness every 
single day. He always makes the right choices and is such a positive 
role model for everyone in the class. He has been a wonderful 
member of Year 4 this year, consistently demonstrating the learning 
characters and setting an excellent example for others. Well done, 
Archie!   

 

Years 5 & 6   

All of Year 6 have been heroes this week. We are incredibly proud of 
each and every one of them and wish them a future filled with 

happiness, success, and love.  

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 

What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 

Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 

What do you already know about this topic? 

Understanding the Story: 

What is happening in the story so far? 

Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 

Where and when does the story take place? 

Making Connections: 

Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 

Have you read another book like this before? 

How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 

Vocabulary and Language: 

What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 

Are there any words that you don’t understand? 

How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 

Encouraging Critical Thinking: 

What do you think will happen next? 

 
Filling in the reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 

Activities to help children move more every day 

Children need 60 minutes of physical activity each day, with at 
least 30 minutes of that outside of school. You don't need to buy 
expensive equipment or find lots of extra time to make a difference. 
Every bit of movement adds up to support their health and       
wellbeing. 

Need some inspiration? The NHS advice pages have lots of   
ideas to help! Whatever your family enjoys, there's a fun way 
to get moving together. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Thank you to our children and families who joined 
our family pizza making session on Tuesday. It was 
wonderful to see everyone working together,      
getting creative with their toppings, and enjoying 
time together. We hope you enjoyed making and 
eating them!    

Thank you for your enthusiasm and support, we 
look forward to welcoming you to our next family 
event  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Attendance Matters 

Regular school attendance is essential for every child's learning,      
wellbeing, and future success. At our school, we are committed to    
promoting good attendance and working proactively with families to 
ensure all pupils benefit from being in school every day they can. 

Attendance is everyone's responsibility. Good attendance supports academic 
achievement, personal development, safeguarding, and welfare. The most         
effective schools consistently promote the benefits of attending school regularly 
and on time. 

Parents and carers have a legal responsibility to ensure their child receives a    
suitable full-time education and attends school every day unless there is a valid 
reason for absence, such as illness, authorised leave in exceptional circumstances,. 
If your child is absent, please contact the school as early as possible on the first 
day to explain the reason. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping every child make the most of 
their education. 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
via The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the       
children about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced 
at home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 next September, 
you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be made via the 
Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for more infor-
mation https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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