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 01926 640326 Newsletter 36 

    admin2064@welearn365.com Friday 4th July2025 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week, our Reception children have been consolidating their mathematical 
understanding through a variety of games designed to apply and reinforce key skills. The 
children have been practising subitising by playing a dice game, as well as developing their 
recording skills through a target-based beanbag activity. 

These turn-taking games not only support mathematical learning, but also play an 
important role in developing social and emotional skills such as sharing, cooperation and 
managing the emotions associated with winning and losing. 

Our mastery approach to teaching mathematics enables children to build a deeper 
understanding of number by exploring a range of visual representations and strategies, 
laying strong foundations for future learning. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

The bones were 
tiny, we had to be 

This week the children in Years 1 and 2 have continued to learn about local wildlife as part of 
their Science unit on ‘Animals and their habitats.’ Our science morning started with detailed      
research about barn owls, the children gained new knowledge about where barn owls live, how 
they hunt and move. They learned that barn owls have two stomachs that help the owl to digest 
it’s prey and filter out the unwanted parts (bones or fur) into pellets, that the owl then passes 
from it’s throat.  

Following this session the children were challenged to dissect some real owl pellets, using a bone 
identification sheet to find out what types of prey the owl had eaten. Each pellet represented a 
different meal so each finding was unique 
and proved rather exciting as different 
bones, fur and skulls were discovered.  

Science– Barn Owl pellet dissection 

I found a bone from a 
shrew and animal fur.  

We wore gloves to handle 
the pellets and washed 
our hands after the  

Wow! I found a whole 
skull from a mouse. 
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It was really lovely to see the children settling into their new classes on Thursday 
for our transition day. There was a real buzz of excitement as they met their new teachers 
and classmates, and it was great to see how quickly they started to feel at home. The way 
they joined in with activities and supported each other was a real credit to them.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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We are very excited that from September 2025 we will be offering morning and 
afternoon Pre-School sessions. Children are able to join pre-school the term after they 
turn 3 years old. We are pleased that this expansion means we will be able to 
accommodate families with 15 and 30 hour funding. We are currently working hard to 
finalise the details and admission form but would welcome expressions of interest to 
join the waiting list by emailing admin2064@welearn365.com  

 

 

In line with guidance from the Department for Education (DfE), all mainstream state-
funded schools are expected to ensure that their school week is a minimum of 32.5 hours. This 
expectation has been set to help ensure all pupils receive consistent access to high-quality 
education across the country.  

To meet this requirement, we will be extending our school day so that it ends 
at 3:20pm each day, from September. 

This small adjustment will ensure that we are fully compliant with national expectations and 
will support us in continuing to deliver a high standard of education to all our pupils. 

We understand that changes to the school day may require some families to adjust their 
routines slightly, and we thank you in advance for your support and understanding as we 
implement this change. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

This week, the children have been taking part in the Take One Picture initiative from the National 
Gallery, focusing on the stunning painting A Regatta on the Grand Canal by Canaletto.             
The initiative encourages children to explore a single artwork in depth, and our class has embraced 
the challenge with curiosity, creativity, and enthusiasm. 

We began the week by closely observing the painting, with the children noticing key features such 
as the gondolas, architecture, flags, and the crowds along the canal. They sketched these details in 
their own styles, practising observation and fine drawing skills 

We then moved into the concept of composition by discussing how an artist guides a viewer’s eye 
around the canvas. The children linked this to their drama freeze-frame work, using their bodies to 
recreate and reimagine scenes from the painting, considering how placement and posture impact 
storytelling in visual art. 

To end the week, we explored vanishing points, perspective, and ratio, learning how artists like 
Canaletto use these techniques to give the illusion of depth and distance. The children 
experimented with their own pieces, drawing buildings, boats, and people that appeared to grow 
smaller as they moved “back” into the picture.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

In Spanish lessons this week, the children in years 5 & 6 have been recapping their 
learning on numbers to 60 and then learning their numbers from 61-100. 

Learning numbers in Spanish as part of our modern foreign languages curriculum is 
essential for the children’s practical communication in everyday situations, including 
telling time, making purchases, and navigating transportation. It also aids in cultural 
understanding and enhances cognitive skills.   
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

We practise our Spanish numbers in many different ways including 
through our Spanish scheme ‘Learn Spanish with Luis y Sofía: A story 
based scheme for teaching Spanish at KS2’, completing worksheets, 
counting as pairs and in groups and by playing lots of number based 
games one of which is BINGO. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Own books 

 

 
 

You may have noticed our new OWN BOOKS bookshelf in the school reception area. 

The books on the shelf are free to take home.  You are welcome to keep the book, or, if you wish, return 
it to the shelf for someone else to enjoy. 

Please use the shelf, you are welcome to 
browse the books on offer, however, we po-
litely request that if the reception area is par-
ticularly busy you return when it is a little 
quieter. 

There are books for teenagers and adults too, 
we want to get everyone reading.  It is your 
responsibility as parent/ carer to make sure 
that your child is supervised when using the 
shelf and that any book chosen is age appro-
priate.  

If you would like to donate any books to the 
scheme, please speak to Mrs Manley or Mrs 
Hendrickson (we are happy to take donations 
of appropriate books that are in good condi-
tion, however, we do not have the space to 
store a large number of books).   

More information can be found at 
www.ownbooks.co.uk 

http://www.ownbooks.co.uk
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With best wishes from Mrs Westwood,  Mrs Manley and all the staff 
at Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Summer Term 

June 

July  

Tuesday 2nd July Transition day 

Tuesday 8th July Summer Fair 3-4pm 

Friday 11th July Year 5 & 6 silent disco– leavers celebration– Year 5 & 6 
only.  Year 5 & 6 children may ‘dress to impress’.  

Tuesday 15th—Thursday17th July Years 5&6 residential trip to  PGL Liddington 

Friday 18th July 

Leavers Assembly 

Last day of term 

Leavers Assembly 10.00am 

Mufti day 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Our Reception and Nursery learning hero this week is Aadhira. 
Aadhira has impressed us with her listening this week. Despite only 
just joining an established class, she has started to join in with all 
of our classroom routines, answering her name in the register and 
taking part in a range of activities. Well done Aadhira!   

 

Years 1 and 2 

Our hero this week is the smiley and hardworking Everleigh, who 
has particularly impressed us with the effort and enthusiasm she 
puts into her work. She was also observed helping other children 
to achieve their best, supporting them with spelling words and 
reading questions. What a fabulous learning partner you are! Well 
done Everleigh.   

 

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s year 3&4 learning hero is Aurora, for her positive 
attitude, her preparedness, and for always making sure her work is 
completed with care and pride. She has shown great focus and 
creativity throughout the week. Well done, Aurora! 

Years 5 and 6 

 
Our year 5&6 learning  hero this week is Saydie for her 
contribution to our maths lessons on decimals. She has worked 
hard on managing her distractions and used fantastic 
mathematical language to explain her reasoning during teacher 
input in our maths lessons.  Keep up the good work, Sadiye!  
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Attendance and Punctuality 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

95% 
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A regular teeth-cleaning routine is essen-
tial for good dental health.  

It's important to use a fluoride toothpaste, as this helps prevent 
and control tooth decay  

Children aged 3 to 6 years 

• Brush at least twice daily for about 2 minutes with 
fluoride toothpaste. 

• Brush last thing at night before bed and at least on 1 
other occasion (ideally in the morning). 

• Parents or carers should brush the teeth. 

• Use children's fluoride toothpaste  

• Use only a pea-sized amount of toothpaste. 
• Spit out after brushing and don't rinse – if you rinse, 

the fluoride won't work as well. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 

Children aged 7 and over 

• Brush at least twice daily for about 2 minutes 
with fluoride toothpaste. 

• Brush last thing at night before bed and at least 
on 1 other occasion. 

• Use fluoride toothpaste containing between 
1,350ppm and 1,500ppm of fluoride (check label). 

• Spit out after brushing and don't rinse – if you 
rinse, the fluoride won't work as well. 

• Children aged 7 and over should be able to 
brush their own teeth, but it's still a good idea 
to watch them to make sure they brush proper-
ly and for about 2 minutes. 
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This week, we have seen increased temperatures and several particularly sunny 
days at school. 

During warm weather, please make sure that your child is safe at school by 
ensuring the following: 

 

1. Sun Hat 

Make sure your child brings a sun hat to school every day. 

 

2. Named Water Bottle 

Send your child with a named water bottle (water only, please). 

They can refill their bottles  throughout the day from our water 
cooler to stay well hydrated. 

 

3. Apply Sun Cream 

Please apply sun cream before school. 

Children will be outside throughout the day—using the 
playground, school field, and class gardens. 

While we provide access to shade and avoid extended sun 
exposure, we recommend a long-lasting sunscreen for added 
protection. 

 

Let’s Work Together to Keep Everyone Safe in the Sun! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5: Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Article 24: Health and health services 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week, we will be on 
Week 3 of the new 
Educaterers menu.  

Jacket potato and choice 
of fillings available daily 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 
What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 
Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 
What do you already know about this topic? 
Understanding the Story: 
What is happening in the story so far? 
Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 
Where and when does the story take place? 
Making Connections: 
Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 
Have you read another book like this before? 
How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 
Vocabulary and Language: 
What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 
Are there any words that you don’t understand? 
How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 
Encouraging Critical Thinking: 
What do you think will happen next? 
Why do you think the character made that choice? 
If you were in this situation, what would you do? 
Summarising and Reflecting: 
Can you tell me what happened in the story in your 
own words? 
What was your favourite part? Why? 
Did the book end the way you expected? 
Extending the Story: 
If you could ask the author one question, what would 
it be? 
Can you think of a different ending to the story? 
What lesson did you learn from this book? 

 
Filling in the 
reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

The Community Autism Support Service offers a number of 
training and information sessions to parents in Warwickshire 
who are keen to find out more about neurodivergence, this 
includes supporting children who may have  ADHD and/ or 
autism. 

The service also runs a number of face to face drop in        
sessions.  Please visit the site for more information and to    
access links for further support. 

The service aims to: 

• Improve the understanding of autistic adults, young    

people and children, and those diagnosed autistic, and their 

families, to understand autism and themselves better. 

• Support people to manage and thrive at home, in education, in   

employment and in the community. 

• Help individuals improve their communication, interaction,           

processing and sensory skills. 

• Help improve people’s self-esteem and confidence, manage       

relationships and enjoy day-to-day life. 

• Support neurodiverse/autistic individuals with managing symptoms 

of low to moderate emotional wellbeing and mental health difficulties. 

• Provide an environment where all aspects of autism are recognised, 

accepted and respected. 

• Offer parent, family and carer support through peer activities. 

• Provide resources and signpost to other community-based support.  
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed via 
The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the  children 
about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at home at 
that parents and carers are aware of how to support their children if issues arise.   


