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Reception

This week, Reception have been enjoying the story Leaf Man and The 
Leaf Thief. The children explored a wonderful collection of Autumn 
treasures they brought in from home, including conkers, leaves, pine 
cones, and acorns. We had some great discussions about the changes 
we're noticing in our environment during the Autumn season. The 
children observed that the weather is getting colder, the leaves are 
changing colour, and more are beginning to fall from the trees.

The children used natural materials to create their very own Leaf Man 
or Leaf Lady. We were so impressed by their creativity and 
imagination.



This week has been Maths Investigation Week, and the children have enjoyed 
putting their mathematical thinking and problem-solving skills to the test! 

We used the story Dinosaur Juniors to inspire our learning. In the story, there 
were ten dinosaur eggs, which led us to our investigation challenge: “There is 
only one way to make 10 using two numbers. Is this always, sometimes or never 
true?” 

The children worked practically to explore whether the statement was always, 
sometimes or never true. Using cubes and part-whole models, they investigated 
the different ways that two numbers can be combined to make 10. They carefully 
recorded their findings and shared their ideas and reasoning with the class. 

It was fantastic to see the children becoming confident mathematicians as they 
explored different possibilities, explained their thinking and began to understand 
that there can be more than one way to make the same number. 

I made ten using 5 cubes and 
adding another 5.

I found that 8 and 2 make 
ten!

I found a different way! 
6 and 4 make 10.

9 and 1 
also make 

10.

Year 1 – Maths
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Year 2
In Year 2, the children have learned how 
historians use evidence to answer 
questions about significant people from 
the past. They identified that paintings, 
buildings, books, letters and objects can 
provide clues about how people lived 
and why they are remembered.

The children became history detectives 
this week and and worked in groups to 
explore four different stations about 
King Henry VIII. They examined his 
portrait closely, looking at his jewels, 
rich clothing and powerful pose. They 
used this evidence to explain how Henry 
appeared and completed sentences such 
as, “Henry looks powerful because he is 
wearing rich clothes and jewels.”

The children also studied armour and a 
painting of Henry jousting, identifying 
the horse, lance and helmet. They 
discovered that Henry enjoyed jousting 
and listening to music. They then 
learned about his six wives and explored 
some of their stories.

Finally, the children discovered that 
Henry became Head of the Church of 
England in 1534. They completed a fact 
file and confidently explained that 
Henry VIII is best known for having six 
wives and changing the Church in 
England.
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Years 3 & 4
Year 3 and 4 have been busy investigating healthy teeth in Science.  Our 
scientific question was: “Which drink causes the most damage to our teeth?”
We tested five different drinks - water, milk, coffee, cola and orange juice-
and used eggs as a model because the hard outer shell is similar to the 
enamel that protects our teeth.

The eggs were left in the different drinks for several days while we carefully 
observed and recorded the changes. When we finally removed them, the 
results were very surprising and certainly made us think.

The children found that the eggs in the cola and orange juice showed the 
most noticeable changes, including staining and damage to the shells. This 
helped us to understand how acidic and sugary drinks can affect the enamel 
on our teeth.
Our investigation gave us lots to think about when choosing what we drink. 
Water and milk came out as the best choices for keeping our teeth healthy.
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Years 5 & 6

During our English lessons in 5/6 class this week, we have been 
writing persuasive letters. We imagined that the year was 1800 and 
we were writing to King George III, trying to persuade him to 
support the abolition of slavery.

As part of this work, we learned different persuasive devices and 
researched to find facts that we could use to support our case. We 
planned, wrote, edited and improved our letter before writing it up 
in king-worthy handwriting using fountain pens. 

It was interesting to feel how different writing with a fountain pen 
was compared to a normal handwriting pen or pencil.  It made us 
have to think more carefully about where we gripped the pen to try 
to avoid inky fingers!

King George III
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Years 5 & 6

We had to really 
concentrate hard to 
make our writing as 

neat as possible

Sometimes the pen was 
temperamental and 
stopped working.

Using the fountain 
pens made us feel like 
we were writing back 

in the olden days.
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Years 5 & 6

Some of the children’s handwriting was so beautifully neat, 
that they ended up getting either their pen or fountain pen 
licences.
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Join Our Team at Lighthorne
Heath Primary School

We are looking to appoint a 
cleaner to join our friendly and 
supportive site team. 

This is a permanent role for 9 
hours per week, helping us 
maintain a clean, safe and 
welcoming environment for our 
children, staff and visitors.

Previous cleaning experience is 
desirable but not essential, as 
training will be provided.

The closing date for applications is 
Friday 16 October 2026.

For full details and to apply, 
please visit the WMJobs website:

https://www.wmjobs.co.uk/job/278
167/cleaner/
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The Book Bus visited school on Thursday 
and we were pleased to see so many families 
come along to explore the fantastic range of 
books on board. 

Reading is one of the most important things 
children can do to develop their language, 
imagination and understanding of the world. As 
parents and carers, hearing your child read 
regularly is a powerful way to support their 
learning and help them succeed across the 
curriculum. Even when children are confident 
independent readers, sharing books with an adult 
remains invaluable for developing fluency, 
comprehension and a lifelong love of reading.

For more tips on supporting reading at 
home, please take a look at the guide to 
supporting your child with reading. We 
believe this is so important that we include 
it in every newsletter (green pages).
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Article 23: Children with a disability
Article 12: Respect for the views of the child

As an inclusive school, we are always working 
to ensure that all children have access to the 
learning and support that we offer. To support 
this, staff have recently completed their Level 1 
Makaton training.

Makaton is a unique communication programme 
that uses signs, symbols and speech together to 
help people communicate. It can support 
children and adults with communication 
difficulties, while also providing visual cues that 
help to develop language, understanding and 
confidence in all children. 

Staff are enjoying teaching some of the signs to 
the children, enabling us all to communicate 
more effectively with everyone within our school 
community. 

By learning and using Makaton together, we 
are helping to create an environment where 
everyone feels included, understood and able to 
take part fully in school life.
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On Friday, our Mental Health Champions invited everyone to wear something 
yellow to mark World Mental Health Day. Yellow is often associated with hope, 
happiness and positivity, making it a fitting colour to celebrate the importance of 
looking after our mental wellbeing.

Thank you to everyone who took part. The assembly hall was a sea of sunshine 
as children and staff came together for a special assembly led by our Mental 
Health Champions. The children proudly performed a song they had written 
together, sharing the important message that we look out for one another at 
School. 

It was a lovely reminder that kindness, friendship and support                        
play an important part in helping everyone feel happy, valued                       
and included.



Year 5 Hockey Tournament By Lottie and Ellie

Last Friday, we went to Warwick School with Mr Rellis and Miss 
Gilchrist to take part in a hockey tournament. 

We were excited to play against lots of other schools and show what 
we could do. There were 21 schools in the tournament, and we were 
really proud to finish in 4th place. We played lots of matches and 
worked hard the whole day. 

Everyone showed great teamwork, encouraged each other and never 
gave up. A special shout out goes to Pharrell, whose amazing 
goalkeeping helped us in lots of games. He made some fantastic saves!

We had a brilliant day, and Mr Rellis and Miss Gilchrist were really 
proud of us. It was great fun, and we were all proud to represent our 
school.

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education

Article 31; Leisure, play and culture



We want to provide the healthiest possible                          
environment for all our children to thrive. 

Please remember that we are a water only school and children are not 
permitted to bring juice or squash to drink during the day. This is in line 
with NHS advice.

We have a water cooler in school and children are welcome to fill up 
their bottles when they need.

The NHS states that the best drinks to give   children are water and 
milk. 

Children should avoid sugary fizzy drinks, squash and juice drinks 
completely. Children who drink a lot of sugary drinks are more likely to 
become overweight. The added sugar in these drinks can also damage 
teeth.

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education

Article 24: Health and health services



Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of education Article 5, Parental 
Guidance Article 18, Parental responsibility



Questions to ask your child when reading 
fiction:
Predicting:
What do you think this book will be about 
based on the title and cover?
Have you read any books by this author 
before? What were they like?
What do you already know about this topic?
Understanding the Story:
What is happening in the story so far?
Who are the main characters? What do we 
know about them?
Where and when does the story take place?
Making Connections:
Does this story remind you of anything in 
your life?
Have you read another book like this before?
How do you think the character is feeling ? 
Why?
Vocabulary and Language:
What does this word mean? Can you use it 
in a sentence?
Are there any words that you don’t 
understand?
How do the illustrations help to tell the 
story?
Encouraging Critical Thinking:
What do you think will happen next?
Why do you think the character made that 
choice?
If you were in this situation, what would you 
do?
Summarising and Reflecting:
Can you tell me what happened in the story 
in your own words?
What was your favourite part? Why?
Did the book end the way you expected?
Extending the Story:
If you could ask the author one question, 
what would it be?
Can you think of a different ending to the 
story?
What did you learn from this book?

Filling in the reading record:

When signing your child’s reading 
record, please include  the date that your 
child read, the title of the book (or the 
material that they read) and your 
initials.

You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to



1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can read 
your school reading book or any other reading material). 

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with 
you.

3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring 
this to the office and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is 
signed 3 times or more for that week, you will receive a raffle ticket.

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each 
week for raffle tickets drawn.
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Reception
Mrs Gill has chosen Sathya as her Learning Hero this week. 
Sathya has made huge progress with her phonics this week 
and we have been so impressed with her blending skills. Well 
done Sathya!

Year 1
This week our hero is Aliyah for her helpful attitude when 
supporting her talk partner during maths this week. Aliyah 
has been trying really hard to adopt our learning character 
traits, keep improving like our frog and concentrating like our 
eagle.

Year 2
Miss Singh has chosen Ariella as this week’s Lighthorne Hero. 
Ariella has shown an amazing attitude towards her learning. 
She puts lots of effort into all her work, takes her time and 
never rushes. She has also shown herself to be a fantastic 
historian by answering so many questions about King Henry 
VIII. Well done, Ariella!

Years 3 & 4
Mrs Madahar has chosen Enzo as Year 3 & 4 Learning Hero 
this week. He has shown great eagerness and hard work in all 
of his lessons and always tries his very best. Staff have also 
been so impressed with his Saxon homework, especially his 
fantastic shield and sword! Well done, Enzo!

Years 5 & 6
The hero in Years 5 & 6 is Joseph. He has worked so hard, 
contributed well to class discussion, been a good friend 
checking in to see that people (including adults) are OK and he 
even earned his pen license! Keep up the fantastic work 
Joseph.



Emotional Wellbeing 
and Mental Health

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education
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October
Thursday 1st October Bright Bites Dental Health presentations to all classes in school
Monday 5th October INSET day- school closed to pupils

Thursday 8th October Book Bus visiting school (more information to follow.

Friday 9th October World Mental Health Day.  Please wear yellow to promote hope and 
happiness.  We will be collecting money for Young Minds.

Classes will complete activities to promote this important day.
Wednesday 14th October Years 5 & 6 trip.  Primary STEM Careers Days with Playground 

Games.

Monday 19th October School Tour for prospective reception parents, 10.00-11.00am
Tuesday 20th October Parent teacher meetings

Wednesday 21st October Parent teacher meetings

Friday 23rd October Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1

26th October– 30th October Half Term Holiday
November
Monday 2nd November Autumn 2 begins
Friday 6th November Pupil individual photographs

Monday 9th November NHS vision screening for Reception pupils

Tuesday 10th November Nasal Flu Vaccinations

Thursday 12th November Year 2 to Warwick Castle

Monday 9th November School Tour for prospective reception parents, 4.00-5.00pm

Friday 27th November Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1

Monday 30th November Height and Weight Checks Reception & Year 6

December

December dates to follow.



Next week is Week 3.  Jacket 
potatoes and fillings are also 

available daily.
Free School Meals

For the new school year 
starting in September 2026, 
there will be two categories of 
free school meal eligibility 
depending on your financial 
circumstances:
•Targeted free school 
meals for those getting 
Universal Credit with annual 
household earnings of £7,400 
or less, or another qualifying 
benefit
•Expanded free school 
meals for anyone getting 
Universal credit whose annual 
earnings are above £7,400.
Households in both 
categories will benefit from 
the financial savings of getting 
free school meals.

For more information and to 
apply follow this link: 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education
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Free Parenting Courses
Warwickshire offers a range of free 
parenting courses covering topics 
such as play, sleep, behaviour and    
co-parenting.
The courses provide helpful tips, 
techniques and ideas from 
experienced parenting professionals 
to support you in feeling confident as 
a parent. Follow the link below to 
view the full course timetable.

https://www.coramfamilylives.org.uk/how-we-can-
help/online-parenting-courses/

https://www.coramfamilylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses/




The Warwickshire Mobile Library Service is a fantastic and convenient 
way to access books, audiobooks and other library resources within our 
local community. We are pleased to welcome the Mobile Library to 
Lighthorne Heath Village Hall on the following dates: [insert dates]. 
Come along, browse the selection and make use of this valuable local 
service. Scan the QR code for more information, including 
dates, times and services available.

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education






