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Reception and Nursery have really enjoyed
getting stuck into their new curriculum
topic, 'Ready Steady Grow'. The children
were excited to explore their new turnip
farm role play area linked to our text 'The
Gigantic Turnip'. They have also been busy
planting their own crops. Each child has
planted their own pot with tomato seeds.
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Obviously, we couldn't let Shrove Tuesday pass
without making some pancakes. The children helped
to whisk the mixture and we enjoyed eating them
during snack time.

We added eggs and
milk to plain flour.

Then we whisked
them together.

Pancake Day or ‘Shrove Tuesday’ is traditionally
a Christian holiday celebrated in the UK. The
celebration marks the beginning of ‘Lent’, a
period in time when Christians prepare for Easter
by giving up some of the things they might otherwise do for pleasure. Quite often this means giv-

ing up chocolate or sweets!

They tasted
delicious!
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The children in Year 1/2/3 have had a fantastic
start to their new topic 'Claws, Paws and
Whiskers' this week! The children listened to
my story 'The Tiger Who Came to Tea' by
Judith Kerr. The children re-told the story in
their own words, producing some carefully
written and illustrated mini-books. They went
on to plan their own versions of the story
coming up with alternative, alliterative titles
such as 'The Snake Who Came for Supper' and
'The Bear Who Came to Breakfast.' In topic
lessons, they enjoyed researching the diet,
behaviours, and habitat of tigers in the wild
and created informative leaflets about how to
care for tigers. A great job by everyone, well
done! Grrrr! The children also loved dressing up
as their favourite animal for World Book Day.
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On Thursday, we celebrated World Book
Day. It was such fun seeing the children’s
fantastic costumes and hearing them talk
so enthusiastically about their favourite
books and authors. Well done, children!

Y4/5/6 dressed up as what they would like their
future career to be. We had lawyers, footballers,
teachers, interior designers, a mathematician, and a
puppeteer to name a few.

As part of our celebrations, each class
has been exploring a different high
quality picture book. We’re so proud of
everyone’s hard work and love of
reading. Lighthorne Heath really is a
place full of beautiful book worms!

Children in Early Years took part in a live broadcast with author Julia
Donaldson. She sang and performed a variety of songs inspired by her
books.
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Don’t forget to
spend your £1
book token!

The charity Evelyn’s Gift was formed in 2014 to do something positive in memory
Evelyn Mary Smith, who passed away suddenly in September 2013, aged just
seven. The aims of the charity are two fold: to provide little acts of kindness to
people in need and to train as many people as possible in CPR and life-support
skills. The charity produces packs of resources to support bereaved children and
their families. The packs contain fiction and non-fiction books, as well as
information about organisations that can provide further support.
We are very grateful to Evelyn’s Gift for providing us with one of these thoughtful
bereavement resource packs. Please let a
member of staff know if you would like to
borrow the pack or you would like your
child to access these resources in school.
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Sunday 20th February was Love Your Pet Day! Thank you for sharing your
lovely photographs of you having some pet therapy!

Deedee and Imelda
adore their pet dog,
Lola, and their two
rats, Sumo and
Clarence.
Eldar and Deja love
having snuggles!

Josh, Lewis and
Toby love all their
pets!
Isla loves having
cuddles with Pepper!
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Mrs Lickorish dotes
on her two fur boys,
Barney and Ziggy.

Mrs Russell’s
Labrador, Gryffen,
and Parrot Cat, Angel, make her feel
happy.

Mrs Manley adores her
beautiful, fluffy bunny,
Fudge.

Isn’t Mrs Cox’s cat,
Roxy, gorgeous?

Mrs Hendriksen enjoys
taking Naughty Neville
and Dexter Dawg for
walkies!

Mrs Walker has lovely
memories of her dog.

Mrs Stafford finds her fish and pet
pooch relaxing to be with.

Mr Lickorish and Stella
the Snake love having
a slither together!

Once you learn to read,
you will be forever free.
Fredrick Douglass
Today marks the final day of our Read for
Good sponsored read.
Thank you so, so much for all of your sponsors,
both online and in school so far. I cannot wait to
share with you the grand total in next week’s newsletter. Please remember to send your
child’s sponsor form in on Monday to help us see how many children have been able to join
in the event.
This week, many of the children in school have been taking part in our sponsored
Readathon called ‘Read for Good’. By reading what they love, the children have been
raising money to help seriously ill children in hospital and also earn some book vouchers for
our school at the same time. We’ve really enjoyed hearing from children across the school
who have been taking part. I look forward to sharing with
you the final total in next week’s newsletter. Thank you
for all of your donations so far.
Please could all sponsorship forms and money (online and
to the office) be handed in by Friday 11th March. All
donations online are anonymous so it would be lovely to
still have the sponsor forms handed in even if you
completed your donations online.

Some of our fantastic community
of readers at Lighthorne Heath.
Don’t they look cosy and comfy
whilst they’re enjoying a little bit
of everyday magic in their books?!
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I love books and have at least 3 stories a day. So to
make it an extra challenge I’m reading my school
‘learning to read’ books every day for the Readathon.

Congratulations to Deedee for being this
week’s Super Star Reader! We hope you enjoy
your hot chocolate treat! Keep reading!

At our school, children are given a book to take home to read which is
colour banded to represent the level at which a child is reading. Below is a
copy of these colours and the associated levels so that you can get an idea
of how this works.
Remember that every child is
different, and some will be
further along this scheme
than others.
Children in the infant classes and
those who are reading at the
earlier stages of the banded
system are generally given one
reading book to take home to
practise their reading (some
children are given more than one
book depending on their stage,
their confidence and how often they read to an adult at home). Children are also
encouraged to pick an age-appropriate book of their choice from the library. This
book is often too difficult for a child to read solely by themselves, so this is a book
for the adult to read to their child. This gives parents and carers an opportunity to
share with their child what reading aloud should sound like, as well as supporting
their child’s listening and comprehension skills. In fact, reading aloud to your child is
still really important as they get older and more able to read themselves, even up to
Year 6; because they are able to fully immerse themselves in the story without
having to do any of the hard work themselves. This website gives some really good
tips and research about how and why reading aloud to older children is so
important: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/blog/carry-on-reading-aloud-thebenefits-of-sharing-books-with-older-children/
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Some questions that teachers get asked by parents and carers are:

“Why hasn’t my child’s book been changed yet?” and “Why hasn’t my child moved to
the next book band level?”
Generally speaking, books are changed in the Infant classes once a week. This is
because children need the opportunity to read a book several times at home in order
to develop a variety of reading skills — decoding the actual words in order to be
able to read them at a good pace; gaining an understanding of what is actually
happening and why; and then reading with greater fluency once the book has
become familiar. Reading their reading book alongside listening to their library book,
and reading other familiar books that they have at home typically takes a week.

Teachers do not move children on to the next book band level unless they are certain
that a child is ready in a number of ways: The teacher is listening out for how
fluently a child is able to read — if they are reading each word robotically, even if
they can recognise every word, they are not yet ready to move on. Equally, if
children are able to read quite fluently, but cannot show their understanding of a
text through reading with expression (e.g. rising up when reading aloud a question,
emphasising a particular work in a sentence) or by not being able to answer
questions about what is happening or why, they are not yet ready to move on.
Children who are more confident readers and who are reading longer chapter books
will change their reading book less regularly. However, it is important to remember
that even when children are confident to read every word in the book, we must
always check their understanding both at school and at home. For example, do they
get the gist of the story? Are they able to read between the lines (inference)? Are
they aware of what some of the unfamiliar vocabulary means? Then we know that
they are really developing as readers!

We hope that this has been useful!
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Nursery and Reception
Mrs Hartley and Mrs Manley have
chosen Elizabeth as their hero this week
because she is always keen to try
everything that we do. When retelling the
story of 'The Gigantic Turnip' through drama
Elizabeth played the part of the speckled hens and
enthusiastically tried to pull the turnip out of the ground!
Year 1/2/3
Mrs Hill and Miss Singh have chosen Bobby to be their
class hero. He has settled well into the Y1/2/3 class
and has been quick to make friends. He also shows
a great attitude to his learning, joining in and
offering ideas during class discussions. It's a
pleasure to welcome him into our school
community. Keep up the great work Bobby!
Year 4/5/6
Mrs Cox’s hero this week is Lucien. He did a
fantastic job during our class debate, helping
lead the 'Move to America' side of our
argument to a solid victory. He showed
hard work, curiosity, and tenacity in his
reasoning and presented his opinion
brilliantly. Well done Lucien.
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Wednesday 9th March 2022

Taylor Wimpey, Barratt and David Wilson Homes ‘Wings and Wheels’
Monument competition workshop

Thursday 17th March 2022

Year 5 Residential Trip to Stratford-upon-Avon

Friday 18th March 2022

Year 5 Residential Trip to Stratford-upon-Avon

Thursday10th March 2022

School Nurse Annual Health Needs Assessment Year 6

Thursday 10th March 2022

School Nurse National Child Measurement Programme Year 6 and
Reception

Wednesday 23rd March 2022

Whole school Silent Disco

MUFTI Day—bring 50p to wear non-uniform
Friday 8th April 2022

Break up for Easter holiday

Monday 11th —Friday 22nd April School Closed for Easter holidays

School re-opens on Monday 25th April 2022
Friday 29th April 2022

MUFTI Day—bring 50p to wear non-uniform

Monday 2nd May School Closed for Early May Bank Holiday

School re-opens on Tuesday 3rd May 2022
Wednesday 25th May 2022

Queen Elizabeth II Big Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Friday 27th May 2022

Break up for Half-Term holiday

Monday 30th May—Friday 3rd June School Closed for Half-Term Holiday
Monday 6th June 2022—School closed for teacher training (INSET Day)
School re-opens on Tuesday 7th June 2022
Friday 24th June

MUFTI Day—bring 50p to wear non-uniform

Thursday 21st July 2022

Break up for Summer holidays

Friday 22nd July—Friday 2nd September 2022 School Closed for Summer Holidays

Monday 5th September 2022—School closed for LA Designated teacher training (INSET Day)
School re-opens on Tuesday 6th September 2022

Monday 14th March
Wednesday 16th March
Thursday 24th March

With best wishes from Mrs Westwood and all
the staff at Lighthorne Heath. Have a happy half-term break!

This project teaches children about food and
farming and explores themes, including where
food comes from, what plants and animals need
to grow and survive and what constitutes a
healthy lifestyle.

Parents and
carers,
You can support
your child’s
learning this
half-term by
helping them to
learn and
understand the
topic-related
vocabulary and
key knowledge on
this page.

Soft fur, sharp claws and twitching whiskers. What’s your favourite animal? One
that meows? One that barks? Or maybe one that scurries or slithers? From pets
at home to animals in the zoo, let’s find out what animals like to eat and where
they like to sleep. Do you know how to look after a rabbit? A cat? Or even a
snake? Find out how the elephant got his trunk and how the rhinoceros got his
leathery skin. Perhaps you know how the dog got his waggy tail? Can you make
a food chain to show who eats who? Who is a herbivore and who is a
carnivore? When a gaggle of mysterious pets arrive at the local pet shop, it’s up
to you to take care of them. Feed them, clean them and discover their daily
needs. After all that work, curl up and take a cat nap.

A knowledge organiser is a set of key facts or information that pupils need to know and
be able to recall in order to master a unit or topic. Please share this with your child to
help her / him to visualise the layout of the page, which in turn helps them to memorise
the information better.

Parents and carers, you can support your child’s learning this
half-term by helping them to learn and understand the
topic-related vocabulary in the glossary below.
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Tick, tock, tick, tock. The hands on the clock never stop. From the moment we are born, from
toddler to teen, middle age to elderly, time stops for no man. Find out what happens to our
bodies and brains as we grow older, and how we cope with these changes. How long does a
human baby take to grow inside the womb? Does it take longer than an elephant calf? Or a
kitten? Take a good look at yourself. How has your face changed since you were a baby and
how will it change as you grow older? Can you photograph it, change it, age it? And what
would happen if the clock struck 13? In Tom’s Midnight Garden, he travels to the past.
Imagine that you could time travel too. When would you like to travel to and what would you
like to see? Will you head back to your past or into your future? You decide.

A knowledge organiser is a set of key facts or information that pupils need to
know and be able to recall in order to master a unit or topic. Please share this
with your child to help her / him to visualise the layout of the page, which in
turn helps them to memorise the information better.

Parents and carers, you can support your child’s learning this half-term by helping
them to learn and understand the topic-related vocabulary in the glossary below.
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