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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

In Reception, we have been very lucky to welcome caterpillars into our class-
room. The children have enjoyed observing the caterpillars closely and have al-
ready noticed how they are growing and shedding their skin. 

 

This week our focus story has been The Very Hungry Caterpillar. We discussed 
the healthy and unhealthy foods the caterpillar ate and learned about the life 
cycle of a butterfly .The children used different types of pasta to represent the 
different stages of a butterfly’s life.   

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This half term the children in Years 1 and 2 are learning about relationships as part of 
their Jigsaw PSHE lessons. This week they learned about greetings, discussing different 
touches people use when they meet someone (hand shake, high five, fist bump.) We dis-
cussed as a class that different types of physical greeting are acceptable or not in different 
situations, and that it is OK to say ‘no’ if there is a touch they don’t like. They worked in 
groups to come up with a special way of greeting each other 
using some kind of physical touch which was acceptable to all 
members of the group.  

PSHE– Relationships 

We worked as a team. We listened to 
each others opinions about the physical 
greetings preferred and those that were 
disliked. Once we reached an agree-
ment, we made up our team physical 
greeting and shared it with the class.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

During Shakespeare Week, Year 3 and 4 brought King Lear to life through 
exciting role-play activities and the creation of freeze frames. This helped 
the children explore key scenes and develop a deeper understanding of the 
characters within the play.  

 

 

   

    

 

 

The children also engaged in thoughtful discussions 
about important themes such as good versus evil, considering how these 
ideas are represented through Lear’s 
daughters. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

In music this term the children in years 5 & 6 have been enjoying learning 
‘bucket drumming’ 

There are many benefits to bucket drumming: 

Rhythm Mastery: Students learn to maintain a steady beat and internalize complex rhythmic   
patterns through kinaesthetic learning. 

Active Engagement: It provides an energetic creative outlet for students who may struggle to sit 
still, allowing them to channel excitement into organized music-making. 

Cross-Curricular Links: Drumming can be used to reinforce math concepts (counting beats and 
fractions) and language skills (syllable rhythms and call-and-response). 

Ensemble Skills: Working in a "bucket drumline" teaches collaboration and listening, as students 
must synchronize their parts to create a unified sound. 

Confidence and Leadership: Mastering new skills and performing for others boosts                
self-esteem and provides opportunities for peer 
leadership roles. 

https://dynamicmusicroom.com/bucket-drumming-for-kids/
https://www.tiktok.com/@choirwithanola/video/7203864880493989162
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-teach-elementary-school-bucket-drumming/
https://theplumberdrummeruk.co.uk/bucket-drumming-workshops
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Playing the bucket 
drums as a class is lots 
of fun. We have to listen 
carefully so that we 
don’t speed up.  

We have been learning 
how to read basic drum 
notation so that we can 
play along with a piece 
of music. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 

What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 

Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 

What do you already know about this topic? 

Understanding the Story: 

What is happening in the story so far? 

Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 

Where and when does the story take place? 

Making Connections: 

Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 

Have you read another book like this before? 

How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 

Vocabulary and Language: 

What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 

Are there any words that you don’t understand? 

How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 

Encouraging Critical Thinking: 

What do you think will happen next? 

 
Filling in the reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Summer Term 

April  

Week beginning 20th April Shakespeare Week 

Friday 24th April Non uniform day.  Please bring £1 for school fund 

Tuesday 28th April Family Reading Workshop, KS2 

May  

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May EYFS to Atwell Farm Park 

Week beginning 11th May Key Stage 2 SATS 

Monday 18th May Sponsored walk– afternoon 

Friday 22nd May Non uniform day.  Please bring £1 for school fund 

Monday 25th– Friday 29th May Half Term Holiday 

Monday 1st June  INSET day– school closed 

With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  
 
INSET Days 2025-26 
Friday 10th October 2025 
Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 

Activities to help children move more every day 

Children need 60 minutes of physical activity each day, with at 
least 30 minutes of that outside of school. You don't need to buy 
expensive equipment or find lots of extra time to make a difference. 
Every bit of movement adds up to support their health and       
wellbeing. 

Need some inspiration? The NHS advice pages have lots of   
ideas to help! Whatever your family enjoys, there's a fun way 
to get moving together. 



9 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week 3.  

jacket potato and choice 
of fillings available daily 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

For families who pay for meals, the 
cost is now £2.94 per day (£14.70 per 
week)  
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Check our Action For Happiness’ Meaningful May     
calendar for some great ideas to make 
you smile this May. 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

Mrs Gill’s learning hero this week is Ethan. Ethan has shown a brilliant 
'can do' attitude this term, especially with his fine motor skills and letter 
formation. He has worked super hard on his letter formation, not only 
during handwriting sessions, but also in his independent writing tasks in 
provision. Well done, Ethan! 

 

Years 1 & 2 

This week, we have chosen Honey as our 
hero. Honey has proved to be hardworking 
and responsible, often helping to organise 
and tidy the classroom after lessons. This 
week she wrote a fabulous character 

description, which included some lovely 
comparisons and adjectives. Great work 

Honey!   

 

Years 3 & 4 

Sienna has been chosen as this week’s Year 3 and 4 Lighthorne Hero. 
Mrs Madahar has been very impressed with her brilliant attitude to 
learning, especially in maths, where she has been learning about 
fractions. Sienna has been contributing well in lessons and tries her best. 
Well done, Sienna! 

 

Years 5 & 6  

Miss Mackie's hero is Joseph. He has done some fantastic 
expressive reading this week and been a supportive and 
friendly classmate. Keep up the great work, Joseph.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

In Warwickshire, parents to be, parents, carers and 
grandparents have access to a variety of family and 
relationships resources and advice.  

Support can be accessed online, face-to-face through 
informal advice, one-to-one consultations, group      

programmes and work-
shops. This support is free 

https://

www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/

warwickshire-

parentingsupport-

71623337213 

 

To book a place at an 

online workshop please 

follow the QR code or this 

link.    More courses and 

dates are available on the 

linked page.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you to the many parents who ensure that their children      
attend regularly and arrive on time. Attendance is incredibly important to the          
education of our children and makes a big difference to a child’s ability to do well at 
school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to attending school, it is also important that your child has 
what they need each day. Parents should be 
aware of the days in which their child has PE 
and-/ or swimming and ensure that children 

have the correct kit on the relevant day. 

At this time of year it is important that children have a 
warm coat in school so that they can safely and comfortably play outside and        
complete learning activities outside the classroom.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
via The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the       
children about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced 
at home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   



18 

 

 

If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 next September, 
you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be made via the 
Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for more infor-
mation https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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