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 01926 640326 Newsletter 37 

    admin2064@welearn365.com Friday 11th July2025 

This week we have been excited to 
watch our butterflies emerge from their chrysalides. It has been a 
great experience to see the butterflies go through metamorphosis, where they go 
through four stages of development, and in each stage they look completely different. 
When they first arrived in school they were caterpillars and we have watched as they 
have slowly got bigger. They then turned into a chrysalis where we 
had to be very careful not to knock or damage them. Finally they 
emerged as butterflies. Aren’t they beautiful! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Wow! Look at the sunflowers 
that the children took home and 
how they have grown.  

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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What an exciting summer fair we had on 
Tuesday.   

The sun was shining and lots of teachers, 
parents and children set up stalls.  We had a 
teddy tombola, a cake sale, guess how many 
sweets in the jar and lots of other exciting 
activities. 

One of the most popular games was guess 
the teachers by their baby pictures and     
everybody loved the teddy tombola! 

Thank you to everyone who came and 
helped us to raise just over £300 for our 
school. 

by Niamh 
and Bella. 
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Please be reassured that staff are working hard to contin-
ue to ensure that children are both comfortable and safe 
during the current heatwave. 

In classes, children have been briefed about the actions 
that they can put in place to keep themselves cool.  In ad-
dition, staff have set up fans, opened doors and windows 
to encourage airflow and are regularly stopping children 
to ensure that they drink plenty of cold water.  

We are particularly fortunate to have lots of lovely outdoor space with plenty of 
shade. Children played outside at lunchtime today but were only permitted in areas of 
shade. Class teachers are also utilising our ourdoor shade during class time as it is  
often cooler outdoors than in. 

Thank you for ensuring that your children are appropriately dressed and have what 
they need, including sun cream, sun hats and water bottles.  We hope that week is a 
little cooler. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Over the last two weeks, the children in Years 1 and 2 have been learning about Canaletto’s 
painting ‘A Regatta on the Grand Canal’, which is this years focus painting for the National     
Gallery Take One picture project.  

In our first session, they were taken on an online gallery tour, where they saw the painting within 
the gallery and learned the background story that the painting tells. Following this, they worked 
in pairs to find evidence that a celebration was taking place, they spotted flags, costumes,      
feathers decorating the boats and lots of colour and pattern on the buildings.  

Working together they helped to plan how the class project would unfold, deciding that the   
feathers, flags and costumes would be a great starting point. Learning that the painting was set 
in Venice, they decided to incorporate the colours of the Italian flag within their work, designing 
costumes and using their observational skills to sketch feathers which will be added to their      
final design.  

Take One Picture– Art Project   

We spotted huge crowds of people wearing colourful clothes. Huge feathers 
were used to decorate the boats and flags decorated the buildings.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

I used the side of my pencil to create a soft effect 
when I drew my feather. I learned that I could 
switch between the point of my pencil and the side 
of it to create different effects.  

I really liked working with the chalk on black paper, it 
made the feather drawing stand out. When I smudged 
the chalk it created a lovely soft effect too! 

We used the colours green, red and white to design 
our costumes because these are the colours of the Ital-
ian flag. We thought carefully about the patterns we 
chose to reflect what we had seen in the painting. 
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Following feedback from children and parents, we 
will be trialling a change in our practices regarding 
changing for PE. 

 

From September, on the day that your child has 
their Physical Education lesson, they should come 
to school wearing their PE kit. This will avoid the 
need for them changing in school (where time as 

well as clothing items are frequently lost) and reduce the need for children to 
bring additional bags into school. 

Children must wear correct PE kit. This consists of black or navy shorts or 
jogging bottoms, a plain white T-shirt (no logos) and plimsolls or suitable 
sports trainers.  We expect children to be in their full and correct school 
uniform on non PE days. 

 

PE days will be as follows: 

Reception— Wednesday 

Years 1 & 2– Friday 

Years 3 & 4—Tuesday 

Years 5 & 6—Monday 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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We are very excited that from September 2025 we will be offering morning and 
afternoon Pre-School sessions. Children are able to join pre-school the term after they 
turn 3 years old. We are pleased that this expansion means we will be able to 
accommodate families with 15 and 30 hour funding. We are currently working hard to 
finalise the details and admission form but would welcome expressions of interest to 
join the waiting list by emailing admin2064@welearn365.com  

 

 

In line with guidance from the Department for Education (DfE), all mainstream state-
funded schools are expected to ensure that their school week is a minimum of 32.5 hours. This 
expectation has been set to help ensure all pupils receive consistent access to high-quality 
education across the country.  

To meet this requirement, we will be extending our school day so that it ends 
at 3:20pm each day, from September. 

This small adjustment will ensure that we are fully compliant with national expectations and 
will support us in continuing to deliver a high standard of education to all our pupils. 

We understand that changes to the school day may require some families to adjust their 
routines slightly, and we thank you in advance for your support and understanding as we 
implement this change. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

This week, the children prepared and performed a mini 
musical all about rivers. It was a cross-curricular project that 
blended Geography, English, Music, and Drama.  

The performance, titled The River’s Journey, followed a 
river’s path from its source in the mountains all the way to 
the sea. This supported our Geography curriculum focus 
on understanding the water cycle and the features of 
rivers, key objectives from the National Curriculum for 
Key Stage 2. The children demonstrated a secure 
understanding of how rivers form and change as they 
travel across the landscape, using scientific vocabulary 
confidently in both spoken word and song. 

The children have spent their music lessons with Mrs 
Owen rehearsing poetry, song lyrics, and instrumental 
compositions, all of which they helped to write and 
develop. Each child took part in group compositions, 
where they created music to reflect different stages of 
the river’s journey from the source and the stream, to 
the waterfall, meander, and finally, the sea. These 
compositions were introduced by the children and 
performed with instruments, showing both their 
creativity and collaboration. 

The children also incorporated poetry and spoken 
word, including original verses that reflected the mood 
and pace of the river at each stage. These literary 
pieces linked directly to our English curriculum goals of 
writing for different audiences and purposes, as well as 
using expression and intonation when reading aloud. 

We finished with a joyful song titled All Around the 
World and an instrumental piece 
called On the Sea Shore, which 
brought the river’s journey to a 
beautiful and peaceful conclusion. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

We are delighted to announce that our school has achieved a Platinum Safe and Ac-
tive School Award presented to us by WCC Road Safety       Education team who 
have been working with our school for several years to help us promote Road Safety 
and active travel to our children and       families. This year for the first time there 
has been a platinum award. The road safety team have many schools who have been 
working with them for a number of years, including our school, and one of them re-
quested a challenge higher than the Gold Award to work towards. They agreed, that 
now the Safe and Active Schools programme has been embedded for several years, 
schools can and should be striving to achieve bigger and better things.  

The road safety team said, "Platinum Award winning schools are the very 
best of our many fabulous schools. They have built road safety and active 
travel into the everyday life of schools. Activities have become normal for 
children in those schools and expected by parents. This shift in behaviour is 
exactly what our programme set out to achieve, Safe and Active Travel for all 
children in the school at all times." 

In recognition of this 
award, the school has 
been awarded a fantastic 
balance bike and helmet 
for our foundation stage 
classroom which will      
arrive in September 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

In our English lessons this week, years 5 & 6  have been look-
ing at how poetry can be used to create different moods. We 
studied a poem called ‘The Raven’ by Edgar Alan Poe.   

This poem helped to portray a deep sadness that reflects what 
we have been reading about in our guided reading book ‘The 
Journey’ by Francesca Sanna. 

In groups we learned a stanza of the poem and per-
formed these to the rest of the class with accompa-

We then worked in 
pairs to rewrite a 
stanza in the style of 
the poet Edgar Alan 
Poe, but using ‘The 
Journey as our     
inspiration. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Own books 

 

 
 

You may have noticed our new OWN BOOKS bookshelf in the school reception area. 

The books on the shelf are free to take home.  You are welcome to keep the book, or, if you wish, return 
it to the shelf for someone else to enjoy. 

Please use the shelf, you are welcome to 
browse the books on offer, however, we po-
litely request that if the reception area is par-
ticularly busy you return when it is a little 
quieter. 

There are books for teenagers and adults too, 
we want to get everyone reading.  It is your 
responsibility as parent/ carer to make sure 
that your child is supervised when using the 
shelf and that any book chosen is age appro-
priate.  

If you would like to donate any books to the 
scheme, please speak to Mrs Manley or Mrs 
Hendrickson (we are happy to take donations 
of appropriate books that are in good condi-
tion, however, we do not have the space to 
store a large number of books).   

More information can be found at 
www.ownbooks.co.uk 

http://www.ownbooks.co.uk
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With best wishes from Mrs Westwood,  Mrs Manley and all the staff 
at Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Summer Term 

June 

July  

Tuesday 15th—Thursday17th July Years 5&6 residential trip to  PGL Liddington 

Friday 18th July 

Leavers Assembly 

Last day of term 

Leavers Assembly 10.00am 

Mufti day 
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Our learning hero this week is Diego for incredible 
collaborative play and sharing. We've noticed this week how 
Diego is encouraging other children to talk and play together. 
He's settled into Nursery routines very quickly and is a 
fantastic addition to our class. Well done Diego! 

Years 1 and 2 

Our hero this week is Isla for the fantastic contributions she 
made towards planning for our class art project this week. Isla 
had some really clear ideas about using printing and 
combining the theme of feathers to create a piece of artwork 
based on the painting. She displayed great concentration and 
care when sketching the feathers and designing her costume 
too. Great work Isla!  

Years 3 and 4 

This week’s year 3 & 4 hero is Rogan, for his fantastic work 
ethic and his ability to give clear, thoughtful explanations 
during lessons. He always gives 100% effort, listens carefully, 
and helps others understand by sharing his ideas with 
confidence and clarity. Well done Rogan, keep up the great 
work!  

Years 5 and 6 

My hero this week is Immy for all the hard work and 
commitment she puts into her learning week after week. She is 
kind, helpful and a fantastic role model to the other children. 
Well done Imogen. 
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Attendance and Punctuality 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

95% 
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A regular teeth-cleaning routine is essen-
tial for good dental health.  

It's important to use a fluoride toothpaste, as this helps prevent 
and control tooth decay  

Children aged 3 to 6 years 

• Brush at least twice daily for about 2 minutes with 
fluoride toothpaste. 

• Brush last thing at night before bed and at least on 1 
other occasion (ideally in the morning). 

• Parents or carers should brush the teeth. 

• Use children's fluoride toothpaste  

• Use only a pea-sized amount of toothpaste. 
• Spit out after brushing and don't rinse – if you rinse, 

the fluoride won't work as well. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 

Children aged 7 and over 

• Brush at least twice daily for about 2 minutes 
with fluoride toothpaste. 

• Brush last thing at night before bed and at least 
on 1 other occasion. 

• Use fluoride toothpaste containing between 
1,350ppm and 1,500ppm of fluoride (check label). 

• Spit out after brushing and don't rinse – if you 
rinse, the fluoride won't work as well. 

• Children aged 7 and over should be able to 
brush their own teeth, but it's still a good idea 
to watch them to make sure they brush proper-
ly and for about 2 minutes. 
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This week, we have seen increased temperatures and several particularly sunny 
days at school. 

During warm weather, please make sure that your child is safe at school by 
ensuring the following: 

 

1. Sun Hat 

Make sure your child brings a sun hat to school every day. 

 

2. Named Water Bottle 

Send your child with a named water bottle (water only, please). 

They can refill their bottles  throughout the day from our water 
cooler to stay well hydrated. 

 

3. Apply Sun Cream 

Please apply sun cream before school. 

Children will be outside throughout the day—using the 
playground, school field, and class gardens. 

While we provide access to shade and avoid extended sun 
exposure, we recommend a long-lasting sunscreen for added 
protection. 

 

Let’s Work Together to Keep Everyone Safe in the Sun! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5: Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Article 24: Health and health services 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week, we will be on 
Week 1 of the new 
Educaterers menu.  

Jacket potato and choice 
of fillings available daily 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 
What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 
Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 
What do you already know about this topic? 
Understanding the Story: 
What is happening in the story so far? 
Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 
Where and when does the story take place? 
Making Connections: 
Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 
Have you read another book like this before? 
How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 
Vocabulary and Language: 
What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 
Are there any words that you don’t understand? 
How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 
Encouraging Critical Thinking: 
What do you think will happen next? 
Why do you think the character made that choice? 
If you were in this situation, what would you do? 
Summarising and Reflecting: 
Can you tell me what happened in the story in your 
own words? 
What was your favourite part? Why? 
Did the book end the way you expected? 
Extending the Story: 
If you could ask the author one question, what would 
it be? 
Can you think of a different ending to the story? 
What lesson did you learn from this book? 

 
Filling in the 
reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

The Community Autism Support Service offers a number of 
training and information sessions to parents in Warwickshire 
who are keen to find out more about neurodivergence, this 
includes supporting children who may have  ADHD and/ or 
autism. 

The service also runs a number of face to face drop in        
sessions.  Please visit the site for more information and to    
access links for further support. 

The service aims to: 

• Improve the understanding of autistic adults, young    

people and children, and those diagnosed autistic, and their 

families, to understand autism and themselves better. 

• Support people to manage and thrive at home, in education, in   

employment and in the community. 

• Help individuals improve their communication, interaction,           

processing and sensory skills. 

• Help improve people’s self-esteem and confidence, manage       

relationships and enjoy day-to-day life. 

• Support neurodiverse/autistic individuals with managing symptoms 

of low to moderate emotional wellbeing and mental health difficulties. 

• Provide an environment where all aspects of autism are recognised, 

accepted and respected. 

• Offer parent, family and carer support through peer activities. 

• Provide resources and signpost to other community-based support.  
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed via 
The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the  children 
about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced at home at 
that parents and carers are aware of how to support their children if issues arise.   


