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Reception

This week, our 
Reception class has 
been reading the 
wonderful story The 
Colour Monster by 
Anna Llenas. We used 
this book to talk about 
our big feelings and 
explore how emotions 
can sometimes feel 
completely mixed up 
inside!

To bring the story to 
life, the children 
became colour 
scientists. We 
explored colour mixing, 
learning how 
combining primary 
colours creates brand-
new secondary colours. 
Following this, the 
children designed and 
created their very own 
unique Colour Monster, 
which they used to 
share and express 
exactly how they were 
feeling. 
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Year 1 – Literacy

This week, the children have been developing their storytelling skills through the 
familiar tale of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

They learned to retell the story using a story map, which helped them remember the 
key characters and important events in the correct order. To support their recall and 
understanding, the children also used Makaton signs as they retold the story. This was 
a fun and engaging way to help them remember the sequence of events and develop 
confidence when speaking. 

Later in the week, the children were introduced to time words such as first, next, then 
and finally. Working with their talk partners, they orally rehearsed sentences before 
taking turns to retell the story. They matched picture cards to the appropriate time 
words, helping them organise events and understand how these words sequence a 
story.

First, 
Goldilocks 
went to 
the little 
cottage.

Next, 
Goldilocks 

ate the tasty 
porridge
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Year 2

This week, a very special visitor arrived in Year 2: our class dragon, Rainbow! After 
reading Tell Me a Dragon, the children used story maps, pictures and actions to retell 
parts of the text and build their confidence as storytellers.

The children then used the story as inspiration to create a new class version all about 
Rainbow. They discussed her appearance, personality and the activities she might enjoy, 
changing parts of the original text to make it their own.

As part of this learning, the children explored how to write questions. They learned       
that questions can begin with what, why, when, where, who and how, and that         
every question ends with a question mark. 

The children thought of some fantastic questions for Rainbow, including, “What do you 
like to eat?”, “Why does your tail glitter?” and “Who do you play with?”

Finally, the children wrote their questions in their best handwriting and drew colourful 
pictures of Rainbow, adding glitter to make her sparkle. They left their questions for 
Rainbow and were incredibly excited to discover that she had answered every one.
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Year 2
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Years 3 & 4
This week, the children in Years 3 & 4 had lots of fun exploring charcoal, 
taking inspiration from artists Laura McKendry and Edgar Degas. We looked 
at how artists can use charcoal to create movement, texture and different 
shades of light and dark.

The children then got creative, experimenting with different marks and textures 
using charcoal, rubbers, brushes, their hands and white chalk. They enjoyed 
seeing how changing the pressure, direction and tools they used could create 
completely different effects.
It was wonderful to see the children being creative, curious and confident as 
they explored the possibilities of charcoal and discovered that art can simply 
be about experimenting and having fun with materials.
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Years 5 & 6

This term in science, the children in 5/6 class have been
learning about the circulatory system.

In this week’s lesson, we had great fun learning about the
different components of blood and making a representation
of a real blood sample

Blood is made of 4 components: white blood cells, platelets
and red blood cells. These components are usually mixed
together but can be separated using a spinning machine
called a centrifuge. When spun, the heavy components sink
to the bottom, and the lighter components rise to the top.
Our representation helped to show us these separate parts.
The top layer represented the plasma, the thing white layer
represented the white blood cells and platelets, and the red
lower layer represented the red blood cells.
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Years 5 & 6
We worked 
carefully to add 
the right amount 
of each element. 
This would mean 
is was a more true 
representation of 
our blood.

After we made our 
samples, we 
thought carefully 
about questions we 
had about blood.

We used our information 
to find the answers to our 

questions. Miss Mackie 
looked up any questions 
that were not answered.
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Years 5 & 6

We talked about which 
situations we can 

resolve and which ones 
we must talk to an 

adult about. If we see 
fighting, bullying or 
stealing we need to 
involve the adults.

As peer mediators, we can help 
each other to solve disagreements 
on the playground or in other areas 

of life.



On Thursday, dental charity, Bright Bites, visited school to deliver oral 
health sessions to all children. The sessions were fun, practical and 
interactive, helping children learn about effective toothbrushing 
techniques, the names and functions of their teeth, making healthy food 
and drink choices and the importance of regular dental check ups.  The 
children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the activities and were keen 
to share what they had learned. It was wonderful to hear them talking 
confidently about how to care for their teeth and the simple steps they 
can take each day to keep their mouths healthy.

At the end of the session, every child received a toothbrush and 
toothpaste to take home. We hope families will continue to support 
these important messages and encourage good oral health habits at 
home. 

We look forward to seeing lots of bright, healthy smiles around school!
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Article 24: Health and health services)
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Thursday 8th October

Children are able to bring a small 
amount of cash in a named 
envelope to visit the bus with their 
class during the afternoon. 
Families will also be able to 
browse after school. 
Books start at £3. On average we 
see £5-£10 spent, or parents can 
purchase vouchers if they are 
hesitant with children bringing 
money:
https://thebookbus.co.uk/product
s/the-book-bus-gift-card-15

https://thebookbus.co.uk/products/the-book-bus-gift-card-15
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Our new team of Learning Detectives visited our 
nursery class on Friday to look for examples of 
positive learning behaviours. They were 
delighted to report that they spotted many 
strengths across the classroom.

The Learning Detectives noticed children 
showing excellent listening skills, working 
cooperatively with their friends, and 
demonstrating curiosity through their play and 
exploration. They were particularly impressed by 
the children's enthusiasm, independence and 
willingness to try new activities.

The Learning Detectives play an important role 
in celebrating positive learning behaviours 
across the school, helping children recognise 
what successful learning looks like and 
encouraging everyone to be the best learners 
they can be.

The detectives also commented on how settled 
and engaged the children were, creating a 
positive learning environment where everyone 
could thrive. Well done, Nursery!

We saw groups of 
nursery children playing 
together and taking 
turns using resources.  
Mrs Bush explained that 
they spend time learning 
to share and practising 
this skill. 

Freddie was showing 
wonderful 
determination.  We saw 
him use a hammer to 
push golf tees into a 
marrow, he managed 
more than 20.  
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It was Scarlette’s second day in 
nursery and the other children 
were so kind and helpful showing 
her where the toys belong and 
how to use the different 
resources.

We saw one 
child building a 
tower. He wasn’t 
put off when it 
fell down and 
had another go.

We saw lots of 
children asking 
the teachers and 
each other 
different 
questions.

We noticed 
the children 
talking to 
each other 
about what 
they were 
doing.

Ariellah was playing a game 
with Mrs Maull.  Ariella was 
listening really carefully to Mrs 
Maull’s instructions and following 
them.  We heard Mrs Maull
repeat the words if she needed 
to.



UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education

Article 18, Parental responsibility

A big thank you to all the families who joined us on Tuesday for our Bear 
Themed Learning Workshop led by Nicola from The Family Learning Service.
It was lovely to see so many children engaging with the important adults in 
their lives through stories, poems, creative activities and investigations 
inspired by some of our favourite bears from children's books.

The children were fully involved throughout the session, and it was 
wonderful to see adults and children learning, exploring and having fun 
together. 

Thank you for helping to make the workshop such a success. Please keep an 
eye on future newsletters for details of similar family learning              
sessions that we will be hosting throughout the year. We look            
forward to seeing many of you again soon.



We want to provide the healthiest possible                          
environment for all our children to thrive. 

Please remember that we are a water only school and children are not 
permitted to bring juice or squash to drink during the day. This is in line 
with NHS advice.

We have a water cooler in school and children are welcome to fill up 
their bottles when they need.

The NHS states that the best drinks to give   children are water and 
milk. 

Children should avoid sugary fizzy drinks, squash and juice drinks 
completely. Children who drink a lot of sugary drinks are more likely to 
become overweight. The added sugar in these drinks can also damage 
teeth.
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Article 24: Health and health services
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Questions to ask your child when reading 
fiction:
Predicting:
What do you think this book will be about 
based on the title and cover?
Have you read any books by this author 
before? What were they like?
What do you already know about this topic?
Understanding the Story:
What is happening in the story so far?
Who are the main characters? What do we 
know about them?
Where and when does the story take place?
Making Connections:
Does this story remind you of anything in 
your life?
Have you read another book like this before?
How do you think the character is feeling ? 
Why?
Vocabulary and Language:
What does this word mean? Can you use it 
in a sentence?
Are there any words that you don’t 
understand?
How do the illustrations help to tell the 
story?
Encouraging Critical Thinking:
What do you think will happen next?
Why do you think the character made that 
choice?
If you were in this situation, what would you 
do?
Summarising and Reflecting:
Can you tell me what happened in the story 
in your own words?
What was your favourite part? Why?
Did the book end the way you expected?
Extending the Story:
If you could ask the author one question, 
what would it be?
Can you think of a different ending to the 
story?
What did you learn from this book?

Filling in the reading record:

When signing your child’s reading 
record, please include  the date that your 
child read, the title of the book (or the 
material that they read) and your 
initials.

You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to



1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can read 
your school reading book or any other reading material). 

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with 
you.

3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring 
this to the office and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is 
signed 3 times or more for that week, you will receive a raffle ticket.

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each 
week for raffle tickets drawn.
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Reception
This week Mrs Gill has chosen Vanessa as her Lighthorne
Hero. Vanessa has worked super hard with her phonics this 
week and is now starting to blend some words. I am also 
proud of the way she has settled into school. She is a super 
role model in our class.

Year 1
This week, we have chosen Malaya as our Hero! Malaya has 
gone above and beyond by spending time at home researching 
dinosaurs to find out more about our class topic, Dinosaur 
Planet. She then created and filmed her very own dinosaur 
news channel to share her fascinating findings with the class. 
We loved watching her Dino News. What fantastic enthusiasm 
and dedication to learning. Well done, Malaya.

Year 2
Miss Singh has chosen Alex as this week’s Lighthorne Heath 
Hero. Alex has shown great curiosity about our learning and 
has continued exploring our class dragon and Rapunzel at 
home. He has created lovely pictures for the class and brought 
in interesting items to share. Well done, Alex.

Years 3 & 4
This week, Mrs Madahar has chosen Aria as our Class Hero! 
Aria is such a happy and caring member of our class, always 
greeting everyone with a smile and being an absolute joy to 
teach. I have been so impressed with her imaginative ideas 
and fantastic creativity during our adventure story writing. 
Aria has shown great enthusiasm and confidence when 
sharing her ideas. 
Years 5 & 6

Our Y 5 & 6 hero this week is Rogan for his beautifully 
presented work and neat joined handwriting. It is always a 
pleasure to look at his books as he keep trying and improving 
like our learning characters. Well done Rogan



Emotional Wellbeing 
and Mental Health

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education

Check out Action for 
Happiness’ Optimistic October 
for daily prompts to support 
happier living, and take a 
moment each day to pause, 
reflect and focus on the 
positives ahead. 



UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Goals of Education

October
Thursday 1st October Bright Bites Dental Health presentations to all classes in school
Monday 5th October INSET day- school closed to pupils

Thursday 8th October Book Bus visiting school (more information to follow.

Friday 9th October World Mental Health Day.  Please wear yellow to promote hope and 
happiness.  We will be collecting money for Young Minds.

Classes will complete activities to promote this important day.
Wednesday 14th October Years 5 & 6 trip.  Primary STEM Careers Days with Playground 

Games.

Monday 19th October School Tour for prospective reception parents, 10.00-11.00am
Tuesday 20th October Parent teacher meetings

Wednesday 21st October Parent teacher meetings

Friday 23rd October Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1

26th October– 30th October Half Term Holiday
November
Monday 2nd November Autumn 2 begins
Friday 6th November Pupil individual photographs

Monday 9th November NHS vision screening for Reception pupils

Tuesday 10th November Nasal Flu Vaccinations

Monday 9th November School Tour for prospective reception parents, 4.00-5.00pm

Friday 27th November Non uniform day.  We request that children bring a donation to 
school  fund.  Suggested donation £1

December

December dates to follow.
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Next week is Week 2.  Jacket 
potatoes and fillings are also 

available daily. Free School Meals
For the new school year 
starting in September 2026, 
there will be two categories of 
free school meal eligibility 
depending on your financial 
circumstances:
•Targeted free school 
meals for those getting 
Universal Credit with annual 
household earnings of £7,400 
or less, or another qualifying 
benefit
•Expanded free school 
meals for anyone getting 
Universal credit whose annual 
earnings are above £7,400.
Households in both 
categories will benefit from 
the financial savings of getting 
free school meals.

For more information and to 
apply follow this link: 
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Free Parenting Courses
Warwickshire offers a range of free 
parenting courses covering topics 
such as play, sleep, behaviour and    
co-parenting.
The courses provide helpful tips, 
techniques and ideas from 
experienced parenting professionals 
to support you in feeling confident as 
a parent. Follow the link below to 
view the full course timetable.

https://www.coramfamilylives.org.uk/how-we-can-
help/online-parenting-courses/

https://www.coramfamilylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses/




The Warwickshire Mobile Library Service is a fantastic and convenient 
way to access books, audiobooks and other library resources within our 
local community. We are pleased to welcome the Mobile Library to 
Lighthorne Heath Village Hall on the following dates: [insert dates]. 
Come along, browse the selection and make use of this valuable local 
service. Scan the QR code for more information, including 
dates, times and services available.
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