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Friday 30th January 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

This week in Reception, we have been focusing on the story Owl 
Babies. 

The children have enjoyed retelling the story, discussing the      
characters’ feelings, and sequencing the main events. We spoke 
about how the owl babies felt at different points and why. 

We have also been learning all about nocturnal animals, with a spe-
cial focus on owls. The children were fascinated to discover lots of 
interesting facts, including where owls live, what they eat, and how 
their special features help them to survive. We explored their big 
eyes, sharp talons and silent wings, and discussed why these are 
important. 

To finish off our learning, the children created their own owls out of 
clay. They enjoyed shaping the bodies, adding details and talking 
about the features they included. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

This week, as part of their PSHE lesson, the children in Years 1 & 2 learned the important 
skills they need to utilise when working with a partner. These included; sharing, listening to 
each others ideas, taking turns, being polite and reaching a mutual agreement. They 
worked together, firstly in a planning session to talk through a design for a wellington 
boot before working collaboratively to create their design and praising their partner for 
their contribution and team work.  

PSHE– Working Collaboratively 

  We both had different ideas 
but we were able to talk and 
agree about how we could 
include both of our ideas into 
our design.  

  It was difficult to decide on 
colours because we had so 
many ideas to share. We both 
agreed on the patterns and 



3 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We would like to remind all families to be considerate of our 
neighbours when driving to and from school. 

When parking, we kindly ask that you: 

• Avoid blocking roads and access points. 
 

• Park legally and safely. 
 

• Be mindful of noise and congestion, particularly during peak times. 
 
For everyone’s safety, please ensure you drive at a safe speed, always within the 
speed limits, and take extra care along Stratford Road, which is particularly  
narrow. 

As our school community grows, more children and families will be accessing the 
school, and space in the council-owned car park outside school is limited.  

If possible, please consider walking to school or using a ‘park and stride’        
approach. 

Your cooperation helps maintain positive relationships with our neighbours and 
contributes to a safer, more pleasant environment for everyone. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

"Park and Stride" means driving part of the way to a destination parking in a designated spot 
away from the entrance, and walking the final distance, reducing traffic congestion and           
encouraging physical activity, especially for those living too far to walk the whole way  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Just to let you know that invitations for Parents’ Evening                
appointments will be sent out via T2P on Monday. 

Parents’ Evening will take place on: 

• Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th February, from 3.30pm to 
6.00pm for Reception, Years 1/2, 3/4 and 5/6 

 
• Wednesday 11th February only, from 1.50pm to 5.00pm for 
Nursery 

 
Once an appointment has been booked, we kindly ask that parents  
attend at the allocated time, as these meetings are an important      
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, celebrate successes and 
identify any next steps in learning. 

If you are unable to attend your appointment, please let the school 
know as soon as possible so that the slot can be cancelled and offered 
to another family. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued support. 

Kind regards, 
The School Team 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Despite having little formal education, Mary Anning    
carefully observed and recorded her discoveries. Her       
detailed notes helped scientists better understand what life 
on Earth was like millions of years ago. Although she did 
not always receive recognition during her lifetime, her 
work is now celebrated and valued. 

 

The children in Years 3 & 4 enjoyed learning 
fascinating facts about Mary Anning,         
including that she made many of her         
discoveries along dangerous cliffs, taught herself about science, and became well 
known among scientists of her time. Some believe the famous saying “She sells sea-
shells by the seashore” was inspired by her life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Through learning about Mary Anning, the children have developed a deeper under-
standing of how rocks and fossils help us learn about the past. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Years 5 & 6  were invited to deepen their understanding of distractions and how they can   
affect our ability to be safe when we are out and about. During the Distractions session, chil-
dren learnt what a distraction is, the importance of recognising potential distractions, how they 
can affect them and most importantly how to deal with them to stay safe.  Once all the activi-
ties were completed, the children rounded-off their learning with the opportunity to identify the 
distractions that are most likely to affect them and came up with a strategy to deal with them.  

 We chose what we felt 
were the 3 most likely 
things to distract someone 
of our age near a road. 

Then we offered some ad-
vise to try to avoid some-
one of our age being dis-
tracted near roads. 

If you want clear guidance how to do this please email roadsafetyeducation@warwickshire.gov.uk 

We would ask that all Year 5 parents help to reinforce the learning 
by ensuring children make the safest choices with potential           
distractions. Whenever you cross the road, model the safest          
behaviours; pausing to look and listen and putting away things like 
mobile phones before you cross. By Year 5, we would expect children 
to be starting to identify for themselves when it is safe to cross, and 
to start to travel independently on familiar journeys. Please talk to 
your child about travelling safely and distraction free. Ask your child 
what they have learned about distractions.  
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Learning Detectives Visit Early Years 

On Friday, the Learning         
Detectives visited nursery and 
reception to see how our Early Years children 
build strong foundations through learning 
and play. 

They spent time observing the learning       
environment both indoors and outdoors, 
watching children explore, talk, build and 
problem solve. The detectives also spoke with 

staff about how play is carefully planned to support early communication, social 
skills and independence. 

They were impressed by the calm, engaging environment and the confident way 
children interacted with one another and with staff as well as how confidently they 
approached their learning.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Mrs Gill told us how she chooses activ-
ities that make children curious and 
excited to learn, like building, explor-
ing, or trying something new that is 
linked to the topic.. She said these ac-
tivities help children think, ask ques-
tions, and work together . Sat 

Children were really good at choosing 
what to do and trying new things.  
They include each other in their play.  
Miss Baretto told us how important 
social skills are in Early Years.   Lottie 

Mrs Cox told us how teachers  talk to the 
children to support them and help them en-
joy learning .  This sometimes includes devel-
oping their vocabulary and sometimes in-
cludes asking careful questions to extend 
and develop their learning.   Isla 

The teachers help children 
learn while they are having 
fun .  Today they were making 
buzzy bees to help them to 
learn the zz sound.  Milan 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

 
 

1. Share a book with an adult at home at least 3 times each week (you can 
read your school reading book or any other reading material).  

2. Ask the adult to sign your reading diary each time they share a book with you. 
3. Make sure that your reading diary is in school each day.  On Friday, bring this to the office 

and show the Learning Detectives.  If your diary is signed 3 times or more for that week, 
you will receive a raffle ticket. 

4. The raffle tickets will go to celebration assembly and prizes will be given each week for raffle 
tickets drawn. 

Questions to ask your child when reading fiction: 
Predicting: 

What do you think this book will be about based on 
the title and cover? 

Have you read any books by this author before? What 
were they like? 

What do you already know about this topic? 

Understanding the Story: 

What is happening in the story so far? 

Who are the main characters? What do we know 
about them? 

Where and when does the story take place? 

Making Connections: 

Does this story remind you of anything in your life? 

Have you read another book like this before? 

How do you think the character is feeling ? Why? 

Vocabulary and Language: 

What does this word mean? Can you use it in a sen-
tence? 

Are there any words that you don’t understand? 

How do the illustrations help to tell the story? 

Encouraging Critical Thinking: 

What do you think will happen next? 

 
Filling in the reading record: 
 
When signing your child’s reading record, 
please include  the date that your child 
read, the title of the book (or the material 
that they read) and your initials. 
 
You are welcome to include additional 
information about your child’s             
engagement, comprehension and         
confidence or some praise if you would 
(and this is useful) but you don’t have to.  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 

Spring Term 

January 

Friday 30th January Non uniform day.  Please bring a suggested donation of £1 for school 
fund. 

February 
Tuesday 3rd February Years 3 & 4 class assembly Parents are welcome to attend at 2.45pm 

Monday 9th February 2.30pm, Parents Emotion Coaching workshop, call the office to book a 
place– free to attend 

Tuesday 10th February Parent teacher meetings YR-6– please see email and a book your appoint-
ment 

Wednesday 11th February Lion dance workshops– all classes 

Wednesday 11th February Parent teacher meetings YN-6– please see email and book your appoint-
ment 

Friday 13th February Non uniform day.  Please bring a suggested donation of £1 for school 
fund. 

Monday 16th February– Friday 20th 
February 

Half Term holiday 

Friday 27th February Year 5 netball workshop, selected pupils. 

March  

Monday 2nd March Cat Weatherill– Author and storyteller to visit as part of WBD celebrations 

Tuesday 3rd March Years 1 and 2 class assembly 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Friday 27th March Non uniform day.  Please bring a suggested donation of £1 for school 
fund. 

Monday 30th March—Friday 10th 
April 

Easter holiday. 

With best wishes from Mrs Westwood, Mrs Manley and all the staff at 
Lighthorne Heath Primary School.  
 
 
INSET Days 2025-26 
Friday 10th October 2025 
Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 1st June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 
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We warmly invite all parents to attend an Emotion Coaching information     
workshop led by Mrs. Manley and Mrs. Hartley, taking place at 2:30 pm on 
Monday 9th February in school. 

Our school has been using the Emotion Coaching approach for several years to 
help children understand, express, and manage their emotions in a positive way. 
All of our staff are trained in this approach, which we use daily to support      
children in recognising and managing their emotions in school. 

Emotion Coaching focuses on acknowledging children’s feelings, empathising 
with them, and guiding them to develop    
emotional skills and resilience.  

The workshop will provide practical strategies 
and insights that you can use at home to   
support your child’s emotional growth. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 18: Parental responsibilities  

Article 24: Health and health services 

Children aged up to 3 years 

• Start brushing your baby's teeth as soon as the first milk tooth breaks through 

• Parents or carers should brush the teeth. 

• Brush teeth twice daily for about 2 minutes with fluoride toothpaste. 

• Brush last thing at night before bed and on 1 other occasion. 

• Use children's fluoride toothpaste containing no less than 1,000ppm of fluoride unless a dentist advises otherwise 

• Use only a smear of toothpaste. 

• Make sure children don't eat or lick toothpaste from the tube. 

Children aged 3 to 6 years 

• Brush at least twice daily for about 2 minutes with fluoride tooth-
paste. 

• Brush last thing at night  and at least on 1 other occasion. 

• Encourage your child to brush their own teeth while supervising them. 

• Use children's fluoride toothpaste that contains 1,000ppm to 1,500ppm fluoride (check on the box). 

• Use only a pea-sized amount of toothpaste. 

Children aged 7 and over 

• Brush at least twice daily for about 2 minutes with fluoride toothpaste. 

• Brush last thing at night and at least on 1 other occasion. 

• Use fluoride toothpaste containing between 1,350ppm and 1,500ppm of fluoride (check on the box). 

• Spit out after brushing and don't rinse – if you rinse, the fluoride won't work as well. 
 
• Children aged 7 and over should be able to brush 

their own teeth, but it's still a good idea to watch 
them to make sure they brush properly and for 
about 2 minutes 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Educaterers’ New 
Menu 

Next week is Week  2 
Jacket potato and choice 
of fillings available daily 

. 

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may 
be eligible for free school 
meals applications can be 
made online at https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
education-learning/apply-
free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Manley and Mrs 
Hendriksen are happy to 
help with FSM 
applications, please ask if 
you require assistance.  
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My hero this week is Eldar.  He produced a fantastic fact file about farming as his home learning this 
week.  His work was neat and well researched.  Keep up the hard work Eldar, well done! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

 

 

 

Reception 

Mrs Gills Learning Hero this week is Myla. Myla is a bubbly, 
happy member of the Reception class who always shows 
kindness towards others. She has worked hard with her 
reading and phonics this term and is showing great progress 
in this area. Keep it up Myla!  

 

Years 1 & 2 

This week we have chosen Leroy as our class hero. It has been 
lovely to see Leroy engaged and motivated in his lessons this 
week. He worked confidently in Science, taking on the 
important role of timing our boat investigation, and 

collaborated with his partner during our PSHE lesson to 
complete a shared design. Great job Leroy!   

 

Years 3 & 4 
This week’s Year 3 and 4 class hero is Phoebe, who has been 
chosen for her excellent all-round attitude to learning. She 
consistently puts a huge amount of effort into completing her 
work and has made significant improvements in her written 
work, in particular her handwriting. 

 

Years 5 & 6  
Our Years 5 & 6 learning hero this week is Emily.  She has 
contributed thoughtfully to class discussions in a variety of 
different lessons. She has worked hard and completed some 

lovely work. Keep it up, Emily!  
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you to the many parents who ensure that their children      
attend regularly and arrive on time. Attendance is incredibly important to the          
education of our children and makes a big difference to a child’s ability to do well at 
school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to attending school, it is also important that your child has 
what they need each day. Parents should be 
aware of the days in which their child has PE 
and-/ or swimming and ensure that children 

have the correct kit on the relevant day. 

At this time of year it is important that children have a 
warm coat in school so that they can safely and comfortably play outside and        
complete learning activities outside the classroom.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of education 

Article 5, Parental Guidance, Article 18, Parental responsibility 
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Some useful information for parents and carers, including online webinars can be accessed 
via The National College (formerly National Online Safety).  At school, we teach the       
children about safe online behaviours but it is important that these messages are reinforced 
at home at that parents and carers are aware of hoe to support their children if issues arise.   
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If you have a child who is due to start Reception or Year 7 next September, 
you need to apply for their school place.  Applications can be made via the 
Warwickshire School Admissions Service.  Visit their website for more infor-
mation https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals 
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